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Draft 1124/97 !O:OOam 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

REMARKS FOR ALFALFA CLUB DINNER 

JANUARY 25, 1997 

Good evening President Rockefeller, Senator Lott, General Powell, distinguished guests, 

ladies and gentlemen ofthe Alfalfa Club and a special breaker! breaker! to anyone listening to 

these remarks on police scanner. 

It's an honor to share this dais with so many important politic~l figures: Governor Bush, 

General Powell, Senator Lott, and Mr. Forbes. I spent Inaugural week surrounded by people 

who want me to succeed ... and tonight I'm surrounded by people who want to succeed me . 

. . . Which teminds me, I can't stay too late. I'rn startiag to get neryous abgyt le:illliag Al 

-Gefe aloH:e fit the \Vhite Hotlse. 

I am very glad I came here tonight, btit if you read p. ·11 6 of a recent memoir by a 

political consultant, you'llleam that even this wasn't my idea. 
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;1 I recall one coHversation I had wnh D1ck Morris, about Bob Dole. I was amazed at Beb 

Dole's eot11age and durability. 

I want to congratulate Senator Lott on his nomination as the Alfalfa Party's candidate for 

(:! ~") 
President. That was a g~eat acceptance speech you gave, Senator. But I think we both know JF. . ~· (\ 
who's going to take credit for it. 

c\1? :"t~~~ . ·. ~ qtr 
Last week, Trent was introduced on Meet The Press as "the most powerful Republican in 

Washington." Which I was relieved to hear. After the Welfare Bill, some people started calling 

me "the most powerful Republican in Washington" ... and I was worried it would catch on! 

. If Trent Lott is the most powerful Republican in Washington, then Colin Powell is the 

most powerful Republican in theory. General Powell s.eemed poised to ascend to the highest 

ranks of national politics, until he started taking career advice from Mario Cuomo. 

I'm glad to see Jay Rockefeller and Steve Forbes here tOI].ight --it's nice to know that this 

year, the AlfC;llfa Club has finally decided to offer reduced price tickets. 

I know Elizabeth Dole is also here tonight. She was just with us at the White House 

. ~ ' 

- when I presented Senator Dole with the Presidential-Medal of Freedom, the highest honor a 

president can bestow upon a citizen. 

-2-
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It was especially moving because it was the first time in a long time Senator Dole and I 

had been together in a room without Jim Lehrer. 

That ceremony wasone of those moments when you realize the twists of fate that make 

all the difference between victory and defeat. As I placed the medararollild Senator Dole's neck, 

I remember thinking: "there but for the grace of God goes Lamar Alexander." 

I want to congratulate Senator Rockefeller for his inauguration as president of the Alfalfa 

Club. I don't like to brag, Jay, but anyone can get elected as president of the Alfalfa Club once; 

Call me when you become a two-termer. 

Much has been made of the fact that I'm the first Democrat to be elected to two terms 

since FDR. Keep it up. 

The last time I was here was during my first term, which of coureeen followed by 

this, my second. When you've been elected to this many terms.:-'.: "'this" being two-- you've 

entered a special category in presidential history. You may be interested to know that we've had 

fifteen two-term presidents, of which I am one. ·So you are looking at one/fifteenth of all the 

two-term presidents in American history. Or if you prefer, 2/30ths, the operative number being 

two. As in terms. Which I am serving. 
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And as we look upon the dawn of my second term, let us prepare as a nation to build a 

bridge over the 22nd Amendment. 

Now that I've won a second term, which I believe I've mentioned, I can turn my attention 

to the history department of the Electoral College. The media's made a lot of noise recently 

about my so-called obsession with my place in history. But as usual, they overstate the case. 

~ . 

V r-. Oh, is that the noted historian David McCullough I see over there? I'm so glad you could 

~ be here tonight, Sir ...... Uh, Waiter-- the champagne is for Mr. McCullough's table. 

But of course, it is hard to ignore the deliberations of history's jury. So we're going to be 

-- more pro-active about managing our place in history. This week at the White House, we 

~CLp~ 
opeaation~ea s~mething called the Posterity War Roo~. 

We will take our case to the media. Tomorrow morning, McCurry is going on A&E 

Biography, Erskine Bowles will be on the History Channel and Roy Romer is meeting with the 

. editors of the World Book EncyClopedia. 

My media team is busy putting together spots that will go negative on James Buchanan 

and Warren Harding. Bring 'em down a peg. 

- 4-
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And James Carville has announced he is mounting a full-scale assault on the resident 

scholars of the Heritage Foundation ... I can't stop him but God knows I've tried. 

This is going to be a real war room. I haven't seen Ira Magaziner this pumped in years! 

~.~~ 
-- Oh by the way~Q!jg,.b. j!iepowers~'i::rAlso from mO. 

The Posterity War Room has already put together a fact sheet on this. And at this very 

moment, it's being faxed and e-mailed to surrogates and supporters all across America. I'd like 

to share some of it with you: 

Bill Clinton added 1.5 million acres ofland to our national parks; by his own admission, 

George Washington was personally responsible for the deforestation of cherry trees. 

Bill Clinton reduced crime on our streets; Thomas Jefferson's Vice President shot a guy! 

Bill Clinton signed more nuclear disarmament agreements than James Madison, Andrew 

. Jackson and James K. Polk combined. 
,., 
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d. 

Bill and Hillary Clinton have made more of an effort than FDR to seek the counsel of 

Eleanor Roosevelt. 

No, I am not "obsessed" with my place i 

gning this after~ Thank you. 

But whatever history's final verdict, it can't change the fact that I just had one of the most 

wonderful years of my life. In 1996, I won re-election, my family and I were happy and healthy, 

and I made good on last year's resolution to construct a metaphor to the 21st century. 

I've heard it disparaged, but I am very committed to building that br~dge -- a metaphor 

that has inspired millions of Americans and a good number of dentists. 
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COPY 



, __ 

But as far as the present is concerned, I have been worried about the rancor that infects 

our political life. The American people want us to put aside petty bickering and attend to the 

important work they sent us here to do. That's why I watched Speaker Gingrich's re-election 

with special attention. ~ecause I'm going to spend the next four years trying to scro 

together the same slim majority of votes that he did. 

I believe we can and musfwork together. And in my upcoming State-of-the-Union 

address, I will lay out my vision for bipartisanship and a renewed era of good feelings. 

My fellow Americans, I see an America where . . . a president from one party and a . . 

House Speaker of another might sit down together in fellowship to split an extra large pizza with 

sausage and peppers. 

I see an America where Sunday morning talk shows end with a McLaughlin Group Hug. 

I see an America where Crossfire .is hosted by Richard Holbrook and Dennis Ross. 

I see an America where Newt Gingrich picks up his cell phone and calls Jim McDermott, 

just to say "hi." 

I see an America where Patrick Kennedy and Strom Thurmond double date on Saturday 

nights. 
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I see an America where the Congressional Ways and Means Committee studies ways to 

be nice. 

I see an America where James ·Carville and Mary Matalin could send their daughter to a 

nonpartisan daycare facility. 

I see an America where Rush Limbaugh and Al Franken co-chair the Publishers' 

Clearinghouse Sweepstakes. 

And I see an America where the Republican elephant and the Democratic donkey are 

replaced with two, big purple Barneys. 

My friends,I do see an America where we are united: by our humor, by our values, and 

by our willingness to work together. For all the differences we might have on one thing or · 

another, I know that you feel as I do that we have common dreams and we face common 

challenges, and that our best hope is to meet them with a common sense of purpose. Sometimes 

it takes a day of pride and patriotism like the Inaugural to remind us; sometimes it only takes a 

night like this. And I want to thank the Alfalfa Club for giving me an opportunity to use all the 

jokes that didn't make it into my Inaugural address. 

Thank you and good night. 

- 8-
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For all the differences we might have on one thing or another, I know that you feel as I do that 
we have common dreams and we face common challenges, and so our best hope is to meet them 
with a common sense of purpose. 
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----------~-------------~-~---------------~---------. 

Draft 1124/97 !O:OOam 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

REMARKS FOR ALFALFA CLUB DINNER, 

JANUARY 25, 1997 

Good evening President Rockefeller, Senator Lott, General Powell, distinguished guests, 
H£LJ,..O ' 

ladies and gentlemen of the Alfalfa Club and a special(§eaker! breake9 to anyone listening to 

these remarks on police scanner. 

It's an honor to share this dais with so many important political figures: Governor Bush, 

General Powell, Senator Lott, and Mr. Forbes. I spent Inaugural week surrounded by people 

who want me to succeed ... and tonig~~ I'm surrounded by people who want to succeed me . 

. . . J.Alhich rlilmiads me, I eBft't ~tay too late. I'm star-tiag to get g,eprons about lea=viag At' 

\J-ure alone attfie White House 
0 ------

I am Yery glad I came here tonight, bat ifyottiead p. 176 of a recent memoir by a 

political eoasttltant, :y~tt'llleM'ft th:ttt evea ~ vtB:sa't ffi)' idea. 

COPY 



I-reta11 nne cotwersatien I had" ith Dj, k Moff'is, a:bottt Bob Dole. I wall am~ecl ftt !lob 

~alek:FQuragt{ and durabibty. I remembertelling Dick, "Timf Bol• Dole is Eve) Knievil, man!'? 
/ 0 v- ~ . 

I want to congratulate Senator Lott on his nomination as the· Alfalfa Party's candidate for 

President. Tllilt was a great a<'ceptaftee speech you gave, Seuato1. Bat I think we both: kno·YI -

w~hAoZ...' s~g.,.,.o,;.irrngO'Tito"l'Efakl)C;e-;c~re;;d:r;itt frfo~r:-;itt. --ec__.. 

prlYYI iYI e ;:J-
Last week, Trent was introduced on Meet The Press as "the most pmwrfui Republican in 

Washington." Which I was relieved to hear. After the Welfare Bill, some people started calling 

. pr C1'1?1 rn e~ 
me "the most p•:m>etfal Republican in Washington" ... and I was worried it would catch on! 

If Trent Lott is the most powerful Republican in Washington, then Colin Powell is the 

most powerful Republican in theory. General Powell seemed poised to ascend to the highest 

ranks of national politics, until he started taking career advice from Mario Cuomo. 
b'k'(f~Sf• /v'd'.e. Sr!'rvil(. ~~ ,;._ z..co 

I'm glad to see Jay Rockefeller and Steve Forbes here tonight-- it's nice to know that this 

year, the Alfalfa Club has finally decided to offer reduced price tickets. 

I know Elizabeth Dole is also here tonight. She was just with us at the White House 

when I presented Senator Dole with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest honor a 

president can bestow upon a citizen. 
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It was especially moving because it was the first time in a long time Senator Dole and I 

nad been together in a room without Jim Lehrer. ., 

That ceremony was one of those moments when you realize the twists of fate that make 

all the difference between victory and defeat. As I placed the medal around Senator Dole's neck, 

I remember thinking: "there but for the grace of God goes Larilar Alexander." 

l want to congratulate Senator Rockefeller for his inauguration as president of the Alfalfa 

Club. I don't like to brag, Jay, but anyone can get elected as president ofthe Alfalfa Club once. 

/ Call me 'when you become a two-termer. 

Much has been made of the fact that I'm the first Democrat to be elected to two terms 

since FDR. Keep it up. 

The last time I was here was during my first term, which of course htas been followed by 

this, my second. When you've been elected to this many terms-- "this" being two-- you've 

entered a special category in presidential history. You maybe interested to know that we've had 

fifteen two-term presidents, of which I am one. So you are looking at one/fifteenth of all the 

two-term presidents in American history. Or if you prefer, 2/30ths, the operative number being 

two. As in terms. Which I am serving. 

([..r--he- 2~ (}~!;_] l ) 
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And as we look upon the dawn of my second term, let us prepare as a nation to build a 

I bridge over th~ 22nd Amendment. 
' 

Now that I've won a second term, which I believe I've mentioned, I can turn my attention 

to the history department of the Electoral College. The media's made a lot of noise recently 

about my so-called obsession with my place in history. But as usual, they overstate the case. 

· fl/CU~· .Nee.·: spcrt . tv/f::: ,7 -?t~ 
~- !oc~~ 

Oh, is thqt the noted historian David McCullough I see over there? I'm so glad you could 

be here tonight, Sir. ..... Uh, Waiter-- the champagne is for Mr. McCullough's table. 

But of course, it is hard to ignoreJhe deliberations of history's jury. So we're going to be 

more pro-active about managing our place in history. This week at the White House, we 

operationalized something called the Posterity War Room. 

We will take our case to the media. Tomorrow morning, McCurry is going on A&E 

...... 
Biography, Erskine Bowles will be on the History Channel and Roy Romer is meeting with the 

editors of the World Book Encyclopedia. 

I My media team is busy putting together spots that will go negative on James Buchanan 

and Warren Harding. Bring 'em down a peg. 
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[
~ And James Carville has announced he is mounting a full-scale assault on the resident 

cholars ofth~ Heritage Foundation ... I can't stop him but God knows I've tried. 
i 

This is going to be a real war room. I haven't seen Ira Magaziner this pumped in years! 

7 

cCullough, the flowers at you; table. Also from me. 

The Posterity War Room has already put together a fact sheet on this. And at this very 

moment, it's being faxed and e-mailed to surrogates and supporters all across America. I'd like 

to share some of it with you: 

Bill Clinton added 1.5 million acres of land to our national parks; by his own admission, 

/ George Washington was personally responsible for the deforestation of cherry trees. 

I Bill Clinton reduced crime on our streets; Thomas Jefferson's Vice President shot a guy! 

Bill Clinton signed more nuclear disarmament agreements than James Madison, Andrew 

Jackson and James K. Polk combined. 

r-Although lator el<Blfed, daring his lifetime Abl'l>l>lm> LineeiR """ Rever once ':!"~ 
~olru:s'1"e." ~ . 



William Howard Taft weighed 340 pounds . . . 'Nuf sai;::J 
- - l 

Bill and Hillary Clinton have made more of an effort thanFDR to seek the counsel of 

Eleanor Roosevelt. 

~ntelinton ~from • place called Hope. Lyndon Johnson hailed trorn a place 

callefl .... "JllliiiSoa ' b -

~-

No, I am not "obsessed" with my place in history. But I am aware that historians and 
~~ 

·~~ .. ~ over the details of my presidency to a5sess its merit. And I only 

hope one of them produces a book as profo · nsightful and thoroughly captivating as this one. 

/ 
[hold up copy of McCullough's Truman] ... Mr. McCullough, w 
- / 
?n~ this after we finish? Thank you. 

But whatever history's final verdict, it can't change the fact that I just had one of the most 

wonderful years of my life. In 1996, I won re-election, my family and I were happy and healthy, 

and I made good on last year's resolution to construct a metaphor to the 21st century. 

I've heard it disparaged, but I am very committed to building that bridge -- a metaphor 

that has inspired millions of Americans and a good number of dentists. 
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But as far as the present is concerned, I have been worried about the rancor that infects 

our political life. The American people want us to put aside petty bickering and attend to the 
. 't . 

important work they sent us here to do[fiat's why I watched Speaker Gingrich's re-election 

with special attention. Because I'm going to spend the next four years trying to scrounge 

together the same slim majority of votes that he didj C:.. t/>\ ~ f'~ · 

I believe we-can and must work together. And in my upcoming State-of-the-Union 

address, I will lay out my vision for bipartisanship and a renewed era of good feelings. 

My fellow Americans, I see an America where . . . a president from one party and a 

House Speaker of another might sit down together in fellowship to split an extra large pizza with 

// sausage and peppers. 

I see an America where Sunday morning talk shows end with a McLaughlin Group Hug. 

[I see an America where Crossfire is hosted b)' Richmd Holbrook and Dennis Ro:] 

I I see an America where Newt Gingrich picks up his cell phone and calls Jim McDermott, 

just to say "hi." 

j I see an America where Patrick Kennedy and Strom Thurmond double date on Saturday 

nights. 
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.... 

··_., .. I see an America where the Congressional Ways and Means Committee studies ways to 

( be nice. 

. ~~w~sd? 

..... .: ..... . 

. I see an America where James CMville and Mary Matalin rould sew! their daughter t)a 

~partisan daycare facilit;;) ~ · 

I see an America wher~{Rush Limba~gh/and[Al Franken)co-chair the Publishers' 

Clearinghc;mse Sweep stakes. 

And I see an America where the Republican elephant and the Democratic donkey are 

replaced with two, big purple Bameys . 

. My friends, I do see an America where we are united: by our humor, by our values, and 

by our willingness to work together. For all the differences we might h~ve on one thing or 

another, I know that you feel as I do that we have common dreams and we face common 
· ...•. ·.·· 

challenges, and that our best hope is to meet them with a common sense of purpose. Sometimes· 

it takes a day of pride and patriotism like the Inaugural to remind us; sometimes it only takes a 

night like this. And I want to thank the Alfalfa Club for giving me an opportunity to use all the 

jokes that didn't make it into my Inaugural address. 

Thank you and good night. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE .OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

December 4, 1997 

MEMORANDUM TO MICHAEL WALDMAN 

JORDANT~~~· 
FROM: · Lany Haas>~ . 

RE: POTUS 1217 Speech at Church 

Below, please find some talking points that Carole Thompson-Cole and I suggest you 

weave m. 

On a larger point, please make this an uplifting speech, something that will make the 
congregants and the larger city audience feel good about the District and its prospects for the 
future. Because this will definitely NOT be a policy speech,_ I have made only cursory reference 

to policy at all. 

Let me know if this helps. 

DRAFT 

The President's Remarks at Metropolitan Baptist Church 

December 7, 1997 

INTRODUCTION: 

• [Acknowledgments] 

• 

• 

• 

Thank you, Dr. Hicks, for inviting me to worship with you a to say a few words on this 
wonderful morning. _/· 

. / 

You know, it scares me to say this, but I came to live in Washington more than 30 yearv 
~:~;.as a young, impressionable student at George/University, just a short ride fro 

I immediately fell in love with this city. / 
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• 

. . . /./ 
I spent four ofthe greatest years of my life at Georgetown, and I loved every minute of 
them. /_-

/ . 

• I did all the usual things that you would expect, like exnl6rfng the monuments that honor 
· the past that we all share as Americans. V' . · 

• But I also got to know the District by walking the neighborhoods that give this city its life 
. . . / 

-- from Dupont Circle to Shaw to Anacostia. \/ 

• In the years after college, I returned to Washington as ofte~··as I could ... for official 
business and for social occasions ... and I always looked fo.iward to my visit. 

.· . /. 

BODY OF SPE~CH: 

• When people around the country think about Washington, they probably conjure up one of 

two images in their minds. 

--They might think about Washington as the seat of political power-- the White 
House and Congress, the Supreme Court, the monuments that honor our heroes, . 

and so on. 

-- Or they might think about the city they read about in the newspaper or see o'n 
TV -- the city of crime, the drugs, and so on. 

• But what they don't see is the Washingtonthat you and I know-- the Washington of 
people with the same hopes and dreams as all Americans ... to build strong families, to find 
good jobs, to live in safe neighborhoods, to worship at churches, synagogues, and 
mosques, to send their children to college. 

• Everybody knows that Washington has more than its share of politicians, lawyers, and 

lobbyists. 

• What they tend to forget is that, like every other city and community in America, 
Washington has its teachers, its business leaders, its shopkeepers, its doctors, its engineers 

and carpenters, its writers· and dancers. 

• It seems like every day in this city, we are bombarded with news about all the things that 

are going wrong around us. 

• But there's a lot more that's right about Washington. 

-- There are schools here that are working. 

-- There are businesses that are thriving. 
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• 

• 

• 

l
l 
i 
' 

• 

-- There are parents -- the overwhelming majority of parents in this city -- who are 
doing right by their children. 

My Administration has tried to Illi!Y our part . 
_...-,.----------

-- Jusfthls~:ar, we worked with Congress to restructure the Federal ···~",\ 
Government's relationship with the city, and to relieve the District of some of the 
financial obligations that it probably never should have had in the first place. 

--By lifting those financial burdens, we have made it easier for the District 

to succeed in the years ahead. 

--And our Federal departments and agencies are working with their counterparts 
in _the city to provide the technical help that we can so that the city can better 
deliver services and benefits to the people ofWashington. 

And I want to do more . 

But even as good things happen, we-- those of us who live in this city-- are not truly 
celebrating the successes that are taking place all around us. 

That's one of the reasons I was so delighted to attend this week's opening of the new 
MCI Center, just a few blocks down the road from here. 

--What a wonderful building to tour, to enjoy the latest in interactive games, and 

to watch basketball or hockey. 

I'm very excited that this wonderful new arena can serve as a catalyst for revitalizing the 

whole downtown area. 

So there are good things happening all around us. 
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• 

• 

f1 
• 

I want us all to talk more about the good things -- the children who are growing up in 
strong families, the students who are doing well, the men and women of all races and 
ethnic backgrounds who are volunteering their time to make this a better city. 

In this city, as in every other community in America, success breeds-more.svs:.~ess . 
.. · .• . . . ... .••• ·.~~';!':.~-~~;~ 

S need-to-recognize and celebrate our succ~ss, a_ nd we need to build a momentu~-,.,~~-' 
. ~ ) . ~ 

. . ~------·- ················ ····················· .. . .... -'---···~--~···'-, ... ::.:.::.~:~---- .··.········ .·::·. ~ :·.~:~·: ....... 

c~t~o-continueto ~~rk=t~yo~to ~akethis~~ty-~he b~st t~at ~~ . . f ---i-Wallt-Washingt<lfflo soar. 

I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 8, 1998 

MEMORANDUMFORPAULBEGALA 

FROM: JACK GIBBONY1S--

SUBJECT: CLONING 

In follow-up to our discussion after yesterday's senior staff meeting, I offer the attached text on 
cloning and its application to human reproduction. The vast majority of th,~,~Gi~ntifiG GQmmurtity 
and 'n,fertiHty clinics have has condemned th~;~[~tions of Dr. Seed and are firmly behind the 
recommendations made in June by the President's National Bioethics Advisory Commission 
(NBAC). The President's actions to date on this issue have been fully responsive to those. 

recommendations. 

As we have done in~ast, we must proceed quickly but cautiously as legislation is advanced 
through Congress~·,(\re must ensure that unless all ethical (including safety) issues are 
adequately addressed, attempting to produce a child using somatic cell nuclear ransfer (the 
technique used to clone Dolly) should be PROHIBITED UNDER LAW_,,:: . · · : ,."' e must· 
ensure that legislation intended to outlaw t · ractice does not unnecessarily restrict research or 
its be~efits to medicine and agriculture. . hird ~·· e must ensure that policy and legal decisions be 
revisited and fully informed by public de 1 erat10n of ethical concerns and by the rapidly expanding 
body of science that is being developed on human and animal biology. The legislation submitted 
to the Congress by the President is ·consistent with these three principles. I am confident that the 

scientific community and the public will support such legislation. 

The debate that is occurring on the application of cloning to human reproduction echoes marty of 
the tfuemes in the President's May 1997 commencement address at Morgan State University. 

Specifically the President stated: 

"1 ask you simply to imagine that new century, full of its promise, molded by sCience, . 
shaped by technology, powered by knowledge. These potent transforming forces can 
give us lives fuller and richer than we have ever known. They can be used for good or ill." 

This is a powerful message that bears~r~p~ating. While we should never take on the anti
technology posture of a Luddite, we must engage in thoughtful public debate on new technologies 
based on scientific understanding and the ethical values that shape our society. In the area of 
cloning, the President, through his support for NBAC and subsequent actions, has led the way by 
initiating and structuring the needed debate. We must now work with Congress to craft an 
appropriate response. The President's draft legislation, outlined above, should serve as the 

. ( framework within which any legislative initiatives are considered. 

'"--:-.... 
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Paul A. Tuchmann 
03/17/98 03:05:30 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Jordan Tamagni/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Results from school violence mtng 

The first unknown is whether this event will merely be about school violence, or school violence as 

well as assault weapons. 

We are currently going. under the assumption that it yvill be just school violence. 

According to Stacie Spector, we should be sure to mention something about Americorps 
Reauthorization in the remarks -- there is a component of Americorps that deals with school 

violence that could tie in. 

The current plan is to have the event in the Roosevelt Room, with AG Reno, a real person, and the 
President (Don't worry, the VP is out of town, but if we do assault weapons Bay Kell:t needs to 
speak. The audience is undetermined, but would include a 5-10 members of Congress standing 

behind the Preisdent. 

Leaving aside assault weapons, there will be two studies from Justice and Ed describing the 
changing nature of school violence, and some goals. 

The President will take two actions <releasing.$l2m from the COPS prowam to formu.\pte~~'"' 
anti-school violence .strategies,_,and endorsing recommendations that Reno and Rile'L_made ori the 
~'bjett·irr·a'lettertnartbe pFEi"sidwt·~Wiii"F~ceive. Though, believ · is point there is 
nothing for him to sign, he will receive copies of the reports a d hold them up. 

Of course, you should speak with Jose Cerda about this stuff, and he mentioned something about 
throwing in our standard education stuff as well, on class size and school construction, though I 

personally find that a bit silly. 

According to Stacie, the theme should be, like with TIMMS, things may be bad, but we're making 

them better. That's not an exact quote. 

FYI we din't know what Friday's event will be -- maybe minimum wage. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 26, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR ERSKINE BOWLES 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MICHAEL WALDMAN 
JORDAN TAMAGNI 

UPDATING STUMP SPEECH 

·Vicki Radd asked us to prepare the attached outline of your stump speech, and to propose 
changes for updating it. 

Generally, the speech is well structured and to-the-point; we do not believe that it needs 
_ to be extensively revised. It can be made stronger, however, by focusing it to better capture the 

political moment, especially to focus on the budget and on the need to "seize the moment" of 
- - possiblebipartisan_coo_peration. __ _ltlo1h~LWQ_r_9-~,_yyhil~ the existing speech is perfect for January, 

a little bit of revision can make it appropriate for April. - --

The attached outline proposes several specific changes. 

First, in past speeches, you have opened by saying that you came back to Washington 
because you believed strongly in what the President was trying to achieve. We recommend that 
you spell out, more explicitly, that a major reason you returned is because this is a time for real 
bipartisan, centrist progress, and that we must not let this opportunity pass us by. 

Second, rather than summarize each ofthe President's second term priorities, we 
recommend that you focus yourdiscussion on balancing the budget and education. (To round out 
the speech and give it broader appeal, Mark Penn suggests that you also discuss the President's 
moral leadership of our country, as exemplified by the Family Medical Leave Act and its 
proposed expansion, tobacco, and crime fighting initiatives.) 

Finally, the budgetnegotiations and your :role in them are an opportunity to speak from 
experience and with authority about something in which you deeply believe. We recommend 
that you employ strong rhetoric to talk about the necessity of seizing this moment and coming 
together in a bipartisan fashion to finish the job of balancing the budget. To the extent that it is 
appropriate, you can also use this-section to talk about recent developments in the budget 
negotiations -- something your audiences will be very interested in hearing about, and that will 
make your speech more timely. 

We believe that these changes will strengthen an already strong speech that you are 
comfortable delivering. 
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OUTLINE OF CURRENT STUMP SPEECH WITH PROPOSED CHANGES 

I. INTRODUCTION: Anecdotes 

Proposed Change: 
Update anecdotes. 

··"Billboard" for speech in which you say that you came back to this job because you 
believed that this was a inoinent of possibility for bipartisan, centrist progress -- and we 

can't lose this moment. 

II. FOUR YEARS AGO: 
A. Budget Deficit 
B. Role of Government 
C Preparing America to be competitive in the global marketplace 
D. Maintaining America's role as greatest force for security, peace and prosperity 

III. . ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
A. Economic Growth 

IV. THE PRESIDENT'S SECOND TERM PRIORITIES 
A. Balance the Budget 
B. Invest in Education 
C. Invest in Technology 
D. Expand Exports 
E. Repair Social Fabric: Crime, Juvenile Justice, Drugs 
F. Welfare Reform 
G. Restore Family/Community: Family Medical Leave Law, parental involvement 
H. Maintain Role as world's greatest force for peace, security and freedom 

Proposed Change~· 

I. Limit extensive discussion to balancing the budget and education. 
2. In budget section, especially, talk about a) why balancing the budget is critical; b) the 
progress we have made; c) the President.'s proposal and your role in the ongoing 

negotiations; d) the urgency of action. 
3. In the education section, you should focus on raising standards for students, teachers 
and schools, national testing, and investing in higher education. 
4. Mark Penn s·uggests that you also discuss the President's "moral leadership" of our 
country, as exemplified by the Family Medical Leave Act and its proposed expansion; our 
crime fighting initiatives, especially drugs and juvenile violence; and tobacco. If you 
want to. mention these or other issues, you can do so quickly in a discussion of" other 

prioritzes. " 

V. CONCLUSION: Appeal for bipartisan co-operation in the coming months 
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
"!:>- ; -q cl 

Police Abuse and Misconduct 
Policy Announcements 

r I crease funding for police integrity and ethics training. Currently, the federal 
g ve t invests only a limited amount of funds to promote police integrity and to keep . 
9 I rs from turning to mi~conduct or abuse. With community policing helping to decentralize 
the management of police, this training becomes increasingly important. However, of the 
approximately 25 regional training centers funded by the Justice Department's COPS Office, only 
2 specialize in this important area. By increasing the percentage of funds in the COPS program 
that can be used for training, we can make police integrity :and ethics the priority it should be in all 
25 of the federally-funded regional trainin centers. 

----.......___ 2. Develop early warning systems to detect abuse and misconduct. Studies sh · 
. many-oft-he olice officers who.engage in serious misconduct and abuse tend to_.b.e-th source ofr 
?isproportionate ?er of complaints. Local polic~ dep~rtments .ca~ ~ 110uld do ~ore to 
Implement early wammg sy that allow them to Identify a sciplme problem pohce office s 
sooner. Funds could be authorized t police depa ents put such early warning systems 

~~ce. 

· 3. Develop a national sy to track serious misco ~ and abuse. The federal 
government could establ!.§b ational database that tracks police offiCer- who are found guilty o 
serious miscondust-erabuse. State, local and federal law enforcement agenc· would then b,e 
required t':-~fl·n5tih this database when screening prospective recruits. Such a data e would 
help e~e that rogue cops who are disciplined or let go in one jurisdiction are not si~~ 
en,wlt)yed by another law enforcement agency. ~ 

4. Enhance police recruitment of minorities. Former New York Police Commissioner 
William Bratton has recommended that police department diversify and improve their workforce 
by aggressively recruiting and educating minority candidates. He has proposed· offering 12-to-14 

~ . year-olds summer jobs and training, establishing public safety high schools, and continuing to pay 
"J for the education of police cadets in the City College system. The.£Qiice Corps and/o.r...Cf)PS 

_program could easily be amended to support such long-tenn minority recruitment;5fforts. 

~ 5. Raise police force education levels. A funda.rrlental reform in policing that is 
supported by both police management and labor is an overall increase in the education level of 

. "'-..America's police .. Our. ~udget t~s year alr~dy includes $20 million for such scholarships. . 

. ~ 6. Estabhsh c1hzen pohce academies. In some Cities, pohce departments offer a versiOn 
of their police academy training to citizens and community advocates. The goal of this training is 
two-fold: (1) for police department to better understand the concerns of its citizens; and (2) for 
citizens to better understand how police make important decisions, such as when and how to use 
force, when to stop a motorist, etc. Support for such academies could be specifically authorized 
by the COPS program. 
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~/;J.romote tough enforcement of our civil rights lawS. Tough enforcement of our 
civil'-"ws must be a central element of any plan against police misconduct and abuse. Our 
budget includes an increase of more than $1 million dollars (and 10 new attorneys) just fcir this 

~ purpose. · 

'~Qplete the transition to community policing . . Over the long term, the most 
impoWn~· we can do to affirmatively strengthen the bond between police and the people 
they serve is to renew the COPS program, which has helped to sow the seeds of change in 
thousands of law enforcement agencies throughout the country. If COPS is not renewed this 
year, or if it is replaced with a block grant, the federal government will lose the leverage it has 
gained over the past 5 years in helping to promote changes in law enforcement at the local level. 
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Jose Cerda Ill 03/10/99 1 0:33:1 0 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Jordan Tamagni/WHO/EOP 

cc: Leanne A. Shimabukuro/OPD/EOP 
Subject: Policy Description 

JT: 

Hope this helps. This is my cut on the policy-related pieces that are tied to the crime bill 
we'll send up at t~~ end of the month.· I've also included, at the end, a few lines asking 
the AG to follow-up with more. It's my understanding that we don't want to get to 
speCific here, but others may feel differently~ Finally, I haven't included-- but imagine 
folks will want to see -- a line or two saying that when cops cross the line and commit 

/

crimes ... violate rights._we hay~_arufWillcontinue to fully enforce the law, and tfiai's why 
-.____ niT": budget includes a $1 million increase for DOJ to prosecute these cases. (I don't think_.

we want to actually mention the number of cases taken, cops prosecuted.) 

jc3 

"That's why the 21st Century Crime Bill I will soon send to Congress will include the 
following: 

1. Increase and improve the training we give our police. Although most police already 
go through extensive screening and training before they're hired, we can do more. Police 
officers on the beat today confrontmore difficult decisions and demanding situations than 
ever before. W need to make sure we give them the training they need to make the best 
decisions possible -- and to always promote the integrity their profession. 

2. Engage whole communities in the fight against crime. Some police departments 
offer sponsor citizen police academies that train community residents on police procedures 
and actively engage them in helping police cut crime. These academies help local residents 
better understand how police make important decisions, such as when to stop a motorist 
and when-- if if all --to use force. And they help police to learn about and better respond 
to citizens' concerns. 

3. Promote the best educated and most diverse police force. Like all Americans, police 
officers need to be armed with a world class education to meet the challenges of their job 
in the next century. ·Police no longer simply patrol the streets or respond to calls for 
service. They analyze and solve complex crime problems ... serve as leaders in their 
communities ... and tackle everything from computer crime, to terrorism, to international 
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~ Diana Fortuna 
.06/03/97 11 :24:48 PM 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Record Type: Record 

To: Jordan Tamagni/WHO/EOP 

cc: Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP, William R. Kincaid/OPD/EOP, Lucia A. Wyman/WHO/EOP, William H. White 

Jr./WHO/EOP 
Subject:. Speech draft comments ~ 

Here are my specific line comments on the speech draft in bold. In a more general vein, it would 
be good to highlight how this agreement was the result of an extraordina.ry bipartisan process that 
augurs well for future bipartisan efforts, and how this furthers the President's overall efforts to 

improve standards and excellence in education. 

Thank you, Joshua Bailey, for that introduction, and for sharing your story. I also want to 
thank the other children, their families and teachers, and all of you who have joined us here today. 
I thank Secretary Riley for his leadership, and the Department of Education. I especially want to 
thank Assistant Secretary of Education Judy Heumann, for her per cou o fend, ai<-
disabled don't like im · ·on that t are stron er an others; I would recommend 
"lif ime of rship" or something like t at instead) and commitment to help disabled children . 
reac eir highest potential. And I want give special recognition to · 'li.t¥-· 
advocates, · ation leaders who ~ed togethe a e IDEA a reality. (say: "these - / 

irnpro ents to IDE reality") V __ V 
--~--------------~~'-·------

To the bipartisan leadership in Congress, especially Senator Jeffords and Representative 
Goodling; Senator Kennedy, Senator Harkin, Representatives Clay, Martinez, and ~. to David 
~[HOP-eeL Senator Lott's Chief of Staff, and Bobby Silverstein [silver-steen] on Senator 
Harkin's staff, and to all the members here today: You are proving once and for all that cs-
must stop at the ouse d I thank you for com· o expand (I would say / 

"st en"; not clear what "expand" means A. V 

We have come a long way since the days Judy just described -- days when President 
Franklin Roosevelt felt he had to hide his disability from the public; days when children like Joshua 
and tlile other young people oday ha fight for their right to equal opportunity. (Advocates 
say the.y still have to fi for this today but ow law is on their side; in the old days, they could~'t 
even fight; say ins d "days when children ... ad no opportunity to reach their full potential" or 

something like at ) _ 

For 22 years, the IDEA has been the driving force behind that progress. Because of that 
landmark legislation, disabled children all over our country have a better chance than ever before to 
reach their highest potential. And we have the same obligation to help them make the most of that 
God-given potential as we do for every other child in America. 

We are here today to do exactly that. The expanded IDEA will give our disabled children 
the educational opportunity that is at the very heart of the American Dream. 
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Education is the embodiment of everything we must do to prepare our country -- and ~ our 
people -- for the 21st century. That is why I have made education my number one priority as 
President. Last month, I was proud to reach a bipartisan agreement to balance the budget for the 
first time since President Johnson was in the White House. This budget brings the deficit down to 
zero over the next five years, but it also reflects our values, preserving Medicare and Medicaid, 
expanding health care coverage to five million uninsured children, and helping move people from· 
welfare to work. 

Most important, this balanced budget makes an historic investment in education -- the most 
significant increase in education funding In 30 years. It funds the America Reads program that will 
mobilize a citizen army of one million volunteers to help children all over the country learn to read. 
It will give millions of families a tax cut to help pay for college. It will give hundreds of thousands 
more students Pell Gran ge cholarships; and it will help tens of thousands of scho .across 
America to wire · classrooms t the Internet. (It is a VERY sore poi e 1sability 
community)hcit the Pre. sident's.e cation budget priorities extend to IDEA, since we have ~· 
propos~odest increases in IDE vs. the huge· ses in regular ed. Last year, Congress 
in~re<fsed IDEA spending by 25%, one knew it was their doing, not ours. So not sure this 
point works.) 

We know that education is the key to opportunity. But as we just heard from Judy, for far 
too long, disabled children were closed out of the classroom by ignorance, fear, and just plain 
prejudice. Their parents were forced to wander in a system without guideposts, a system 
influenced by stereotypes that disabled children could not be taught to higher standards, could not 
learn on a par with their peers, and could not become productive, successful members of society. 

Then, in 1975, Congress enacted the IDEA. For millions of families across America, it 
meant the difference between seeing their children's potential languish, and watching it flourish. 
~ For millions of children, it has meant th~ right to receive the education they deserved: to sit 
in the same classrooms with their peers, to be held to the same expectations, and to dream the 
same dreams. And for the millions of students who sat next to them in those classrooms, it has 
meant the end of ignorance -- and the damaging stereotypes it has produced -- and the beginning 
of understanding. 

ound like everythin was fine as s s DEA passed in 1975. In fact, all it 
meant was k" could go to segregated c s. Things have slowly .gotten better since then, 
with disa ed kids moving into regular ed classrooms. That "inclusion" is the new frontier in IDEA 
that we are still working on.) 

Since then, 90% fewer developmentally disabled children are living in institutions. 
Hundreds of thousands of disabled children are attending public school in regular classrooms. 
Three times as many disabled young people are enrolled in colleges and universities. And twice as 
many disabled people in their 20s are in the A_merican workplace, helping to keep our economy 
growing and maintaining their sense of self-worth. 

We must continue to do everything we can to encourage our disabled children, not only to 
dream of achieving great things, but to achieve those great dreams. Because our job is not yet 
done. Despite our progress, disabled young people still drop out of high school -- and int_o uncertain 
futures -- at twice the rate of their peers. For those who stay in school, lowered expectations and 
exclusion are still far too common. And too many parents still find themselves fighting for 
educational resources and services that are their children's right ... and their hope for a brighter 
future. We have to do better than this. 

Today, I am proud to say that we are taking the next step, and making a good law even 
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better. The expanded IDEA reaffirms and strengthens our national commitment to providing a 
world class education for all of our children. And it ensures that our nation's schools are safe and 
conducive to learning while scrupulously protecting the rights of our disabled children. 

First, this bill makes it clear once and for all that disabled children have a right to be in the 
classroom (I WSYI.d-ch&Gk-this-with Hemnann;i---du~or law was Uflclear on this), and 
to be inCluded in school activities like class trips and special outings. It requires states and school 
districts to help get disabled children ready to come to school, and to a~c~c~o~m~m~o~d[illJaJ:Mm-tma-
they are there with s nging from preschool therar:> eters to special education 
tutors. (This w true of prior aw, too; and· ses the mandate on states. I would say instead 

Ml"ensures · s with disabilities have t e supports they need in the classroom to learn, such as tutors X, 
\Ill or in preters or preschool therapy ... ") / 

Second, this legislation marid te that disabled children learn the same things, with the 
same curricula, and the same assessm nts, as all of our children (s can earn . ecause s -f 

yudents h~ ognitive i · ents). e know that children rise to the expectations we set for 
them -~ and disa e children are no ex eption. I have called for high national standards for all of 
our children, and so far, ## school syst ms from California to North Carolina have agreed to adopt 
those standards. Today, I call on those states -- and every other state -- to hold every child who 
has the capacity to meet those same hi h standards. 

Third, we know our children's su cess depends on the quality of their teachers, and the 
involvement of their parents. This legisla ion will help more regular classroom teachers get the full 
range of teaching skills they need to teac disabled children. And it will r 7 
d(Cehvelokp indivHid educa

1
Etipo,nahl plan

1
s to hbel d 

1 
th" k toh suchceed i_n tthhetregula

1 
r cladssroomh . . . . 

ec euman · s ave ong e wre ; m e c ange IS a regu ar e teac ers 
hav o be involved?) is le · · n will lso give parents a greater voice in their children's 
e ucation. And at long last, it will give th m something else that other parents have expected from 
their schools for decades: regular report ca ds on their children's progress. 

That is what the expansion of the IDEA will achieve, and in a few moments, I will sign this 
vitally important legislation into law. As I do, I want all of you to think about what we are 
accomplishing here today. To the millions of children whose futures are in the balance, we are 
saying: we believe in your potential and we will do everything in our power to develop it. To the 
millions of families who are depending on us to help them prepare their children to take their place 
in the: world, we are saying: we will help you m~eet that challenge. To the American people, we are 
saying that we will not rest until we have conquered the ignorance and prejudice that hurt us all. 
And to the world we are sending a wessage, the same message that the FOR Memorial I was 
honored to dedi "'Vake' so clear: in America, you are m w at you are and 

[

what ave achieved. (The disa ed protested that th memorial does not make that point /-
c ;: President called for modificatio becaus greed.) In America, the American dream is . 
alive for all of our people. .. 

And now I invite the Members of Congress here with us today, and Tom Hehir [hair], the 
Director of the Office of Special Education, to join me as I sign into law the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act Amendments of 1997. 
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Today, I am proud to say that we are taking the next step, and making a good law even 
better. The expanded IDEA reaffirms and strengthens our national commitment to providing a 
world class education for all of our children. And it ensures that our nation's schools are safe 
and conducive to learning while scrupulously protecting the rights of our disabled children. 

ead instead with higher expectations · r ocus on results point. Not sure 
at the following parilgrap ·s refe · o in terms of the reauthorization) . 

. First, this bill makes it clear once and for all that disabled children have a right to be in 
the classroom, and to be included in school activities like class trips and special outings. It 
requires states and school districts to help get disabled children ready to come to school, and 
to accommodate them once they are there with services ranging from preschool therapy to 
interpreters to special education tutors. 

Second, this legislation~;~don't use "mandates;" maybe "calls for disabled 
children to" or "acknowledges that disabled children can.") that disabled children learn the 
same things, with the same curr~cula, and the same assessments, as all of our children. We 
know that children rise to the expectations we set for them -- and disabled children are no 
exception. I have called for high national standards for all of our children, and so far, ## 
school systems from California to North Carolina have agreed to adopt those standards. (Not 
accurate; could say, "and so far, education leaders in six states from California to North 
Carolina have endorsed this initiative.") Today, I call on those states -- and every other 
state -- to hold every child who has the capacity to meet those same high standards. (Suggest: 
"to help ever ho has the capacity to meet hi h standards." Public is receptive to 
all st ts reaching mu higher standar c allenging standards.~~evt~wiltll'Voilir-v-

ification will balk at "sa standards.") 

Third, we know our children's success depends on the quality of their teachers, and the 
involvement of their parents. This legislation will help more regular (omit "regular"--the 
legislation is supposed to improve quality for all those who teach special ed kids) 
classroom teachers get the full range of teaching skills they need to teach disabled children. 
And it will require teachers to develop (t egislation alre requires this· su est " 
ensure that regular education teachers help prepare") individua educational plans to help 
disabled children to succeed in the regular classroom. This legislation will also give parents a 
greater voice in their children's education .. And at long last, it will give them something else 
that other parents have expected from their schools for decades: re ular report cards on their 
children's progress. C split ·s into one on teachers, one on parents. 

High school is a make or break time for all young people, but disabled teenagers ofte 
need more help to succeed as they make the transition from school to work. This legislation 
will require schools to give them that help by developing individual plans that may include 
independent living skills, job training, and preparation for higher education. And because 
acquiring these skills may take extra time, these plans must be in place by the time disabled 
students reach the age of 14. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS FOR IDEA SIGNING 
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JUNE 4,1997 

Thank you, Joshua Bailey, for that introduction, and for sharing your story. I also want to 
thank the other children, their families and teachers, and all of you who have joined us here 
today. I thank Secretary Riley for his leadership, and the Department of Education. I especially 
want to thank Assistant Secretary of Education Judy Heumann, for her personal strength and 
commitment to help disabled children reach their highest potential. And I want give special 
recognition to the many parents, disability advocates, and education leaders who worked together 

to make IDEA a reality. 

To the bipartisan leadership in Congress, especially Senator Jeffords and Representative 
Goodling; Senator Keimedy, Senator Harkin, Representatives Clay, Martinez, and Riggs, to 
David Hoppe [HOP-ee ], Senator Lott' s Chief of Staff, and Bobby Silverstein [silver-steen] on 
Senator Harkin's staff, and to all the members~:re today: You are proving once and for all that 
politics must stop at the school house door, an~ thank you for. coming together to e:~ood the 
IDEA. QJI..&~ ~ -..--

We have come a long way since the days Judy just described-- days when President 
· Franklin Roosevelt felt he had to hide his disability from the public; days when children like 
Joshua and the other young people here today had to fight for their right to equal opportunity. 

For 22 years, the IDEA has been the driving force behind that progress. Because of that 
landmark legislation, disabled children all over our country have a better chance than ever before 
to reach their highest potential. And we have the same obligation to help them make the most of 
that God-given potential as we do for every other child in America. 

. . s~~ . . ( 
We are here today to do exactly that. The ~IDEA will give our.~ children '1 JistC~e_, 

the educational opportunity that is at the very heart of the American Dream. 

Education is the embodiment of everything we must do to prepare our country -- and all 
our people-- for the 21st century. That is why I have made education mynurnber one priority as 
President. Last month, I was proud to reach a bipartisan agreement to balance the budget for the 
first time since President Johnson was in the White House. This budget brings the deficit down 
to zero over the next five years, but it also reflects our values, preserving Medicare and 
Medicaid, expanding health care coverage to five million uninsured children, and helping move 

people from welfare to work. 

Most important, this balanced budget makes an historic investment in education -- the 
· most significant increase in education funding in 30 years. It funds the America Reads program 

that will mobilize a citizen army of one million volunteers to help children all over the country 
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learn to read. It will give millions of families a tax cut to help pay for college. It will give 
hundreds of thousands more students Pell Grant college scholarships; and it will help tens of 
thousands of schools across America to wire their classrooms to the Internet. 

Wf; know that education is the key to opportunity. But as we just heard from Judy, for far 
too long, disabled children were closed out of the classroom by ignorance, fear, and just plain 
prejudice. Their parents were forced to wander in a system without guideposts, a system 
influenced by stereotypes that disabled children could not be taught to higher standards, could 
not learn on a par with their peers, and could not become productive, successful members of 

society. 

Then, in 1975, Congress enacted the IDEA. For millions of families across America, it 
meant the difference between seeing their children's potential languish, and watching it flourish. 
~For millions of children, it has meant the right to receive the education they deserved: to 
sit in the same classrooms with their peers, to be held to the same expectations, and to dream the 
same dreams. And for the millions of students who sat next to them in those classrooms, it has 
meant the end of ignorance -- and the damaging stereotypes it has produced -- and the beginning 

of understanding. 

Since then, 90% fewer developmentally disabled children are living in institutions. 
Hundreds of thousands of disabled children are attending public school in regular classrooms. 
Three times as many disabled young people are enrolled in colleges and universities. And twice 
as many disabled people in their 20s are in the American workplace, helping to keep our 

economy growing and ~se of self-worth. ~ ~ 

We must continue to do everything we can to encourage our d1sablectchildren, not only to 
dream of achieving great things, but to achieve those great dreams. Because our job is not yet 
done. Despite our progress, disabled young people still drop out of high school-- and into 
uncertain futures-- at twice the rate of their peers. For those who stay in school, lowered 
expectations and exclusion are still far too common. And too many parents still find themselves 
fighting for educational resources and services that are their children's right ... and their hope 

for a brighter future. We have to do better than this. 

Today, I am proud to say that we are taking the next step, and making a good law even 
better. The expanded IDEA reaffirms and strengthens our national commitment to providing a 
world class education for all of our children. And it ensures that our nation's schools are safe 
and conducive to learnin sl rotecting the rights of our disabled children. 

First, this bill makys itc ear once an or all that disabled children have a right t9-?e in 
the classroom, and to be included in school activities like lass trips and speci.al-ettting?."tr 
requires states and school districts to help get disabled chi dren ready to come to school, and to 
accommodate t nee they are there with services ran ng from preschool therapy to 

interpreters to <..__ 
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Second, this legislation mandates that)Iisabled children learn the same things, with the 

same curricula, and the same assessments, as all of our children. We know that children rise to 
the expectations we set for them -- and disabled children are no exception. I have called for high 
national standards for all of our children, and so far,## school systems from California to North 
Carolina have agreed to adopt those standards. Today, I call on those states-- and every other 
state-- to hold every child w.l:m"hM the:t::apaeity to meet thtaKH"''e high standards. 

~ 
Third, we know our children's success depends on the quality of their teachers, and the 

involvement ofth~ir par~nts. This legislation w~ll help m~re regular cl_assr_oom te~cl;.eH,fGl!h~ 
· . full ran&~.£-ftr~g skills they need to teach disabled children. And It wlll reqmre'tertcnerSlo 
~ o ,J develo. p'lri'dividual educational plans to h. elp disabled c. hildren to succeei ~ir the regular 
~v ·~. This legislation will also give parents a greater voice in their children's education. 

• ~ And at long last, it will give.them something el~e th~t o. ther parents have. expected fr~m their-' ~ 
~ schools for decadesygular report car&~~=·~~ f""ll''' 

High school is a make or break time for ·au young people, but disabled teenagers often 
. need more help to succee9-J!.S ~t:Y.Jllake the transition from school to work. This legislation will 

require schools to give t~~elp by developing individual plans that may include 
independent living skills, job training, and preparation for higher education. And because 
acquiring these skills may take extra time, these plans must bqn ~by the time disabled 

students reach the age of 14. . V 

That is what the expansion of the IDEA will achieve.~ a few moments, I will sign 
this vitally important legislation in1jQ law. As I do, I want all of you to think about what we are 
accomplishing here today. To the fb'ilrc;-: c children whose futures are in the balance, we are 
saying: we believe in your potential and we will do everything in our power to develop it. To the 
millions of families who are depending on us to help themprepare their children to take their 
place in the world, we are saying: we will help you meet that challenge. To the American 
people, we are saying that we will not rest until we have conquered the i norance and prejudice 
that hurt us all. And to the world we are sending a message, the same me sage that the FDR 
Memorial I was honored to dedicate last month makes so clear: in Americ , you are measured by 
what you are and what you have achieved. In America, the American drea is alive for all of 

our people. 

And now I invite the Members of Congress here with us today, and T m Hehir [hair], the 
Director of the Office of Special Education, to join me as I sign into law the I dividuals with 

Disabilities Education Act Amendments of 1997. 
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To sign there tS~~riza.r.i~n o!"th.~ 197.s ~~i~d".als wfth Diaahiliti~sl!ducati~n Act which PORPOSE~ · 

guarantees mdban children w11h d1sabibue1 a free and a.ppropr~ale edu"t1oft. lo 
rec:ognlze th" bipartisan and bicameral prcce!! that f&dlitat•li the ruuthori%ation.and to 
thank the members ofCcngress and their st.d[who p-.nicipated in the 10 'Jieekl of 
negotiations. u well &9. rhe parents and orgoniz.ations panidplUBI in the procesJ. 

~k 
BACXGJ..OUND · · · . W' 
The criginal ••Edutation. far Ali Handicapped ·c,h~'l Aa."", siped by PreBidam Gerald 

·Ford on Nov. 29, 197S, guaranted for tbla first'ti e: that the nation's childnm with 
disabilities had the right to a "freecappropria eciu~l\ian"". Prior 1c dlliJ &.t. mnety 
percent of ~hildren with d;sabi1ities were hou~ed 'in.state itlStitlltio1111l Th•IV1 i.Wb 
c:onsidcrcd an impcrtltnt ••c:ivU rights" statute ·whit:h strcn hetted a.eaclemlc expectaliorts 
111 accountability r natlOD s c ildren wit asabilities. he 1997 re&Uthonz•O:~n 
c:ontlnutl4 ta strengthen. ~untabllity and ta bridiJI the gap etwecn. the regular s~hool 
curriculum and the goals enablished f'or each child itt this pragram. 

Thti major provisions of IDEA are G01\Jlstent lllitb. your edu~lltian goals to pravide stro.ng, 

. safe seho.ol• ..tth ~~ards and well lr!<ftOi, dodlcatod nooallon. · 

S~haol Ditdpline. 
For the first: titnl!l the ne..w la'll' seu outancl elarif\1!11 school disciplinatY rules invc1virig 
disabled ~hildrcn. The law gives tchoo15 the unilatenl right to rernove dUldren witl\ 
diaabiUties to an alternative edu~:a~ion&! setting for up to 4S days if''hey 'bring a weapon 
(previously a gun only) or illegal drugs irato sd1ools .. The lle'N law .U.owa the school to go 
to a. hearing officer for an injun~ on to remove a diaablcd child conalderad danprous. The 
new.~ law, however. ~uW"antt~s conllnuation uf st:Mces for diJabled childrep ewc:n under 

s\lspenslon or ex:puJsion. 
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The new law in~:tC&~cE parefttal invot oment by _including pu~~~t~t ill eliSJDili~ decisions: 
platcrnent des;islons. avaluations and · props rep~ns In addition. the nf;W 

· l~'lif seck' to c:hang.:: tbe IIC)metimes a.dvenarial relarionlhip bet~ hOII\C md sc:hool that 
often leads tO costly litigation tbrollsh reaular cornmuriieariol'l an:cl voluartuY mcc!;a.t\cm. 

. . 

COlli and Pape"'ork Jkducrion 
The new 1'-"' will r~uce paperwork aad save miUlons of dollm "'¥ eliminating 
"l'lft~CiCJSary testing and evaluation when parept!l and teachm qree that t}~ r<'~ftild sUD 

has a disability. · 

TeachersladCurriculu~ . ~ Q ~ 
lleg\llsr teadlor• will paxticipate in tho ~oprnent of palalbr ad! dUid •od ~ i<-11/..J_ 

.Jbr clis•~ in a regular c;luSJoorn}ertins. ·mEA also proVides wnd.~ f'cdcral 
support to improve laacher training nllionwide_IWMI aUs '"PIK'I' it .. her ca=i!"5 

.. 
"vii JiLlgh.b Gu11ralllecs ~ 

StB -MU be required t? gatb~i_& ~o ~ur~ !~at school ~ist~ 
dlspro ttionately plae1ng drilclrerl ~ d1sabil1ttes ih'm JIIU\Onty 0111111tlitillllliiR 
backr;rO\I s in more segregated educati seninp, ancl that such c:hi en ua not baing 
ciiaproportio tely suspt:Bded gr eKpll1•d; T _ tw ~ formula (bma ·· 
finan.cia! i~coen es for pl&ciftl children in more a zed uet'linp wl\ert-tnC'V'IAI' 
ser~ed. ln. riJgYlar ;rooms. States win no lcmgcr owed to pro~de· local c;ta 

with additl~:~ua1 f\lru;j;' 11 for c;hildren who are placed In &e atecS edu~t~nat seai!\ if 
auch pla~::ements vial the legal m11nclate that chilllren vrith · :bilities be educa.tall• the: 

"least reBuictivc enviro 

Federal FundinC . 
The funding formula for the Grants to Sta.tea program tbnded under Pat: B is revised fi"oM 
per capita c:hi\dren with di5abilities to a formula based o" cenN& data and 11\ltl'\bers of 
children living in poverty. The Ora1'1ts lo States prcgnm 1s ful'ded. at $3.1 billign in fiSQIIl 
ynr 1997. Your n:ques~ was $3.l billion for fiscal y.sar 1991. Mo~ lbnds wiD be directed 
to local school Ill stricti II! limi~"""""" state oduoatiOII apaciao ..,..y ....,..._ 

- Jr•CNII All &I Pi!i::pettitlbtril m~e 197S. throe times the rNmber of young people wilh disabilitias are enrolled m 
cofieses or universities, and twi~ u many of today's twent).,yetr olc!s ~n cllaabiliti~ are 
working. White tl\is is ai""ific:ant progress, there arc still t-wice •• many chldrcra '~~14th 
diaa'bllldss wt~o drop out of school. b&ve difri;ulty findingjohll a.n.d ofll!'lft en.d up in the 
criminaL ju$tice system. Girls wbo drop out become ~ung unwed mothers at a higher Qte 

the!' th.eir non-disabled pec:rs. 

rfARTICIPANT~ ! X ~ J I~ c f £,.....{- r:._l<-} Afl,• V> k ,;{.._, dJ );; 
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,am honured to addiess the l'ordoi!<l B~rsity graduating dass of ~~~8. Let me 

begin by congratulating each of you on your tremendous achievement. I know that the roads 

some of you have traveled to reach this day were not easy. Some of you have worked full-

~ time arid cared for your families, even as you carried a full course load here at Portland State. 

But you kept the faith. 

Let me tell you, it was worth it. The education you wil7~y today fro~ this ./ 

campus will open many doors of opportunity ~ere iR P~iiotlBild n ft. wherever you swfg;w~ 
build your lives,=whertvtr destin' take~ 't'ltt. 

/ 
Today, I want to talk to you about the America ~=-=·,cmr rteot li~ --

create new OH86. 
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~;'tNt 
5t(; 

and fonning a mort;t union. At the U.S. Naval Academy, I spoke about defendin~ our 
' • ·~ !'0~)~.51M/-~~11<... l--r~-u-

nation against the newt\thieats# terrori.sm; at MIT, I talked about be II' .vs ssMlele bring~~ 
. t Ut.lm.~\Nli.~!'A·~· . --:\ 

opportunities of the Information Age to all Americans. 

~ ~1)wJL< . . 

J~n~ol am He~~~'l~'::!~:-"'P=r-
~tlh~~=~~~·..l~s ltau~•• _ -= 4,"~ g~~f'!teiB. ~= =~One year ago tomorrow, I launched a 

national initiative on ~~~e, and7on all Americans to address thelingering problem'_"nd 

limitless possibilities of our~ diversity. 

sity is the n~ro1igratio .- millions of new 

our union together, that have made us American, for two centuries and more. 

. / 

More than a;.::~arth, America has drawn our strength and spirit from~ 
~~ (~~~\\~ ~~ 

. ... 

immigrants 1\ the most restless, the most adventurous, the most innovative..)& industrious~ 
~~'''r" 

people,a 11 tS.. Together, bearing different memories, honoring many heritages,~a 
~~i:•.uA.~~~~~eJi\Wv..~~~U"-'\\~a\~~W... 

s ±;:ii~ nhmi srHnre. To7ether, we b ilt a new nation on a simple, yet powerful 

W.E. AI<€ ALL-
idea:~thii all ce:J ~rr::created equal. 

~~~U\~"'-~~~Ju~. 
Elit< ths nloti.,, Americcvoepryfnewcomers with suspicion, with 



violence and discriminatory laws, and doubts that they could ever become truly American. So 

great was our hatred of Irish immigrants 150 years ago that we greeted them with signs that 

read no "No Dogs or Irish;" so profound was our fear of the Chinese in 1880 that we barred 

them from entering the country; so deep was our distrust of immigrants from Southern and 

Eastern Europe that we [example TK]. 

~ 4J,.u\. ew... dJ...:_..,...,.....,I_..... - -
Now, the strength of 'ift'8t idea~ is being tested again -- by- a new wave of immigration, 

larger than any in a century, far more diverse than any in our history. Each year, nearly one 

million people come legally to build new lives in America. Today, nearly one in ten people in 

America was born in another country; one in five schoolchildren are from immigrant families. 

Today, largely because of immigration, there is no majority race in Hawaii or H~uston or 
1

_ ~ 

. 4-~~v-
New York. Within 5 years, there will be no majority race in California. And ift tts kiw tt~ fifty 

~~~rru~~~~~~~_/ years, there will be no majority race in America. [Note: By 2050, white Americans will make 

No other nation in the history of the world has gone through demographic change of 

this magnitude, over so short a ~ime_. It can eithe~ngthen and unite America, or weaken 

and divide us.~ ~~0 u.il... / -

Let me state unequivocally: I believe new immigrants are good for America. They 

are revitalizing our cities. They are building our new economy, and strengthening our 
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ties to the global one. They are energizing our culture and broadening our view of the 

world. They are renewing our values. And they are reminding all of us what it truly 

means to be an American. 

It means working hard, like the teenager from Vietnam·who does his homework as he 

watches the cash register at his family's grocery store. It means making a better life for your 

children, like the father from Russia who works two jobs and still finds the time to take his 
.:-;._. 

daughter to the public library to practice reading. And it means dreaming big dreams -- and 

passing them on to your children, like Mago Gilson, an immigrant from Mexico who came 

here without a high school education, but who twelve years later is receiving her Masters -

Degree in education, and becoming a teacher. She is joined here today by her son Eddi, who, _ 

after working full time for nine years to puthimself through school, is receiving his Bachelor's 

Degree in Business Administration. 

We see these new immigrants, and we see the spirit that built America --the drive to 

' - ~~ b'1.. ~Wlh 
succeed, the commitment to family, the hope for a better life. We see our~' \:ann:M . -~ ~ 

~·~.-nu..~~~~u~~~~$A6.~; 
••1¥••···''' Ameriea""' ~~~-~ 

~~. 
But some Americans do not~ They hear the new accents, they see the new faces, and 

they feel unsettled. They worry that the new immigrants come to our shores not to promote 

our P.rosperity but to live off our largesse. They are afraid the America they know and love is 

becoming a foreign land. 
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~ 
This reaction may be understandable. But it is wrong, ,.,.,reu•~'lt wroft!;. Bot~ 

anxiety and fear give rise to policies and ballot propositions that exclude immigrants from our 

civic life, it is wrong; wrong to deny them benefits that are available to every one else; wrong 

NOT · 

. to ignore them as peopleFworthy of being counted in a Census. My fellow Americans, it is 

more than wrong, it is un-American. 

~· 
L me be clear: No erican sh 

~-~· ~ .-...iJUI.u.& - ._. 

rains our tradition of tolerance\ We must strictly enforce the immigration laws, and we 

pmst continue to bring the rule of law to our borders. 

But we must remember: the vast majority of immigrants are here legally. In every 

measurable way, the new immigrants give more to our society than they take. Consider: On 

average, immigra ts pay $1,800 more in taxes every year [ck] than they cost the system in 

igrants are paying into Social Security at record rates, helping to balance the 

books as millions of Americans retire in the· next 20 years. 

And the new immigrants benefit our nation in ways that are not as easily measured. 

We should be honored that America-- whether it is called the ' "ty on a hill,' the 'old 

gold mountain,' El Norte-- is seen around the world as a land 

beginnings. We should all be proud that people living i 
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My fellow American~:e desc,end i of those who passed through t~oftals of Ellis - t:s ~~~~w~~'~ 
Island must never lock the door be · nd ~·. Americans/flit were denied the rights of ~ 

citizenship simply because f the olor of their ski~ust never deny those rights to others 
~~ ~~~. . -

because of the country of their birth A We should treat these new immigrants_ as we would have 

wanted our own grandparents to have been treated. 

I believe that every American is honor-bound to share our country with immigrants, 

not to shun them or shut them out. But I believe this as well: We cannot be blind to the fact 

that immigration of this sweep and scope can threaten our unity. Around th ~rld, we have /' 
~~ ~ 

seen what can happen when people who live on the same land pu!1fthni ty before countryt ~-·~· 
c 

If America is to remain the world's most diverse democracy, if immigration is to 

strengthen America as it has throughout our history, then we must say: whether your 

ancestors came here in slave ships or on the Mayflower; whether they landed on Ellis 

Island or LAX or have been here for thousands o.f years, if y~Iieve in the Declar~ation . '~~~~~~~~~~.z:e:a~\AA~ 
of Independence and the Constitution, )lou are an American. - ~ -.._._ 

Only that belief, strengthened and renewed in a time of eat change, will keep us one 

America in the 21st Century. And all of us, whether nati orn, naturalized, or newly 

=1\J$~W--~Uu.c\~ ~Q.UJ...~ ~. 
arrived -- must ~at belief to lifu iH our e5n11naniti .... s a:Hd in our hearts. Immigrants must 

open themselves up to American life, and rise to the responsibilities they owe to their new 
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land. ~ ~ .:i. a •••reHsiBililf. AmetieftRS must not close £m new 

immigrants, but help them to bec~n7 

So I say, first, to all immigrants -- you are welcome here. And you must take 

responsibility, too. Honor our laws. Embrace our culture. Learn our language. Know our 

history. Become citizens. Become American. 

-~· 

And all Americans must recommit ourselves to the true duties and spirit of citizenship. 
I 

Not just immigrants, but every American should study our Constitution and understand 

our shared history. 

Not just immigrants, but ev American should take part in our 

running for office. 

Not just immigrants, but every American-- on our campuses and in our communities --

should reject identity politics that seeks to separate us, not bring us together. Ethnic pride is a 

good thing. The days when immigrants felt compelled to Anglicize their last names or shed 

their heritage are, thankfully, gone. But justifiable pride in one's ethnic or racial heritage 

must never become an excuse to withdraw from the larger American community. That does 

not honor diversity -- it breeds divisiveness. And it will weaken America. 
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And not just immigrants, but every American should recognize that our public schools 

are not just places where our children learn to read, but where they learn to be American, 

where they make American heroes-- from Washington to Lincoln to Rosa Par~s .:._ t. 1r own. · 
. ~ 

Today, too many Americans, and far too many immigrants, attend crowdefinner city s hools. 

Too many young people: and far too many Hispanic young people, drop out of school 

altogether. With more children from immigrant families entering school than at any time since 

the turn of the century, we must redouble our efforts to renew our public schools, and give all 

of America's children the best education in the world. 

And we must ensure that all of America's children can speak English. There are 

schools within miles of the White House where children speak more than 100 languages, 

languages they should be encouraged to remember. But the sooner they learn English in 

school, the sooner they will be able to reach their full potential. 

I applaud the students here at Portland State who are tutoring immigrant children to 

speak and read English-- and I call on more Americans to do the same. We will only become 

one America if we come together in the sincere belief that we have much to learn from one 

another -- and far to travel together toward our common future as Americans. 

-Toda:y, I offer you, the Portland 8tats Universit~' graauating class of 1998, my 

-eongratulations. And I also offer a challenge. Go oat arid build the America we all want-fer 

our children and their chilclfen. Take the knowledge and skills you have earned, .andyshare . 

them, not only with your family and your community but with your nation. ~ 
d,.~~,~~~~~~~~U~.~"t~ . 

COPY 



. ·' . 

/ •D~ •••• ,,,\.,.., ~ ~ • , t.,. . ..L..... ~.) ~~~~~~~~~-
}._The challenges we face are new~M!Is -· But tfl.e way '.l.'e will meet th€HR is as old as 

~~--\'Q~ 
lb:teriBQ. .. 140 years ago, i~ the City of Chicago, immigrants outnumbered native born 

Americans. Addressing a crowd there in 1858, Abraham Lincoln asked what connection those 

immigrants could possibly feel to those who founded our nation. Here was his answer: "If 

they look back through this history to trace their connection with those days by blood, they 

find they have none." But our founders proclaimed that we are all created equal. And that, he 

said, "is the electric cord in that Declaration that links the hearts of patriotic and liberty-loving 

Good luck and God bless you. 
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I am honored to address the Portland State University graduating class of 1998. 
Looking around this campus, it is hard to imagine that it all started in a handful of temporary 
buildings in a shipyard 52 years ago, with a dream to give soldiers returning horne from 
World War II the opportunity to go to college-- and a chance to build a better life. In so 

' ' . 
many ways, Portland State's mission is the mission of America: to meet the challenge of 
c anging · our founding princ"pals --to widen the circle of 
opportunity for all r people, to qeepen the eaning of our freedom, and to form a 
more perfect union. , fL.,_ fv. 

I 

. ']: k,..--<.;. ..J W'" .,-I'-. 

This Spring, r ing students what we ~ 
· must do ja e1•r A'"'P QH!I to the p omis·e of Am rica~ for generations to 
come: defen~pur security against the new threat of terrorism;~van~ -~ 
opportunity ar;flid- the challenges of the Information Age. e... j 

~~~""" 
Of all the challenges before us, · more complex than the challenge of 

our nation's growing racial and ethnic dive s1ty. One year ago tomorrow, I 
launched a national initiative on race, to engage all Americans in a conversation 
about the lingering problems and limitless poss· i · es of our acial diversity. 
--~~f- . v.- b vc..e.. oP. 
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ttJ 

demand more of ~eri ans. We ~ust redouble our commitment to t 
ideals: and values that have held together, that have made us Ameri an, for two 
centuries and more. . ,..~ t.-. #P yove-;_ ~ ·~ 

14!001 



We should be honored that America-- whether it is called the 'city on a hill,' the 'old 
gold mountain,' El Norte-- is seen around the world as a land of opportunity and new 
beginnings. We should :It be proud that people living in isolated villages in far corners of the 
world recognize the Statue of Liberty. We should be that children all around the world 
study our Declaration of Independence. tftstt:,:-te4B:Hi. r-ffilw-l-~~esf3-HH~meft-tltftd-w<.Efflleft"t6-tete.. 

~ . . ·"'-J r·'v~·y;.\ 

? 

--~ 

My fellow Americans, it is wrong for people whose ancestors pA'ss;d through the Jt;. 
portals of Ellis Island to lock the door behind them. And it is wrong for those who were - / !) 

'7 denie~hts of citi6enship simply because of the Color of their skin to deny thO'Se ri~s t9 · . 
'_.{)thers because o he coun · · We should treat these new immigrants as we · ' I • 
----( would have wanted our o andpa ts; have been treated. 

0 , 0 .e.- ~ ~~ ~ v f. ' ' 1<J.,.._. 
I believe that every Ameri an is nor-bound to y · -....z 

not to shun them or shut them out. I believe this as well: We c-~np blind to the 0 }'~~.: 
fact that immigration of this sweep and scope can ~reaten ou(~10~· Around the 

0 

c·~ worl~, _we have seen, what ~an h~ppen when people who live on the same Ian put ~~eiioy ~-
-/ before ~ "'.,._t ~ ~l ,e(4..+, f.t. . ~' f·-:t- v.~e l-<..-t- ; . 

(' tutvk.~/ 
If America is to remain the world's most diver e emocracy' if immigration is to 

strengthen America_ as it has throughout our history, tlien we must say: whether~:::..--...,..._ ___ _ 
ancestors came here in slave ships or on the Mayflower; whether they landed on' Ellis \ 
Island or LAX or have been here for thousands of years, if you believe in the I ~ lvc I c-R 
Deqlaration of Independence and the Constitution, ou are an Arne · Apd AA~M-~r 
that belief, strengthened and renewed in a time of great change, 111 · s o e 
America in the 21st Century. 

Today, all Americans and all immigrants must recommit to ourselves 
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true duties and spirit of cit" ens _1p. Immigrants must seek to become citizens; and 
all Americans, wherever ey were born, must act as citizens. 

Not just immigra ts, but every American should study our Constitution and 
understand our shared history. /~ ·--.;; 

~A'G.· 
Not just immigrants, but every American shou m-o·or emocracy --

not only by vof.1:;1~ going to City council meetings, volunteeri.ng in our 
schools, an · ~yen running for office. · -A... /I 

( yc:), . · k~v- ~ 
Not ju··-····mmigrants, but every American should reject 1 1ty politics, on 

our campuses and in our communities. We are Americans fi st and foremost We 

must refuse to be swayed by the oi~:..~-~~'.c;;.:,. 

And not just immigrants, b t every American should recognize that our public 
schools are not just places wher our children learn to read, but where they learn to 
be American, where they . · -- from Washington to Lincoln to~~ 
~--their own. Today, too many Americans, and far too many immigrants, \~~-
attend crowded inner city schools. Too many young people, and far too many tc~) ..... 
Hispanic young people, drop out of school altogether. With more children from 
immigrant families entering school than at any time since the turn of the century, 
we must redouble our efforts to renew our public schools, and give all of America's 
children the best education in the wori<J ~:;;;::J/!j:: ... -rft.r:::··-·£i:;'J*·---~~----. 

· .A:Ra" .~ must en~re that all of A~erica' s ~hildren can ~pe~k E~gli~ 
· {here are schools ~CRQa-where ch1ldt~ nearly 

200 languages, languages they should be encouraged to remember. But the sooner 
they learn English in school, the sooner they will be able to reach their full potential. 

I applaud the students here at Portland State who are tutoring immigrant 
children to speak and read English -- and I call on more Americans to do the same. 
For in the end, we will only overcome ignorance and fear by reaching out and 

.helping one another: in our schools, in our communities, and across this land. We 
will only become one America if we come together in the sincere belief that we 

· have much to learn from_ one another -- a~?~'lf!f ~ (rj:J common future as Amencans. ~- . - ____ _ , 

( 'I r " 

· y ~~ ': · ) ·. Today, I offer ou, the Portland State University graduating class of 1998, 
l ~ ; \ my congratulations . any of you have sacrificed ~ to reach this day -- you 
I ; .. I .have held down jobs and cared for your families and still found the energy and the 

}\d::. 1 .. ~-"j passion to ~eac .. h~ fQLYQ~r __ _9. r~_?ms. You have the ~igb~y~!l.n~l"lel feel-p6d~ in 
I t~ all you ha\;fe ach1eved. t3t. ~~y.ou a GI\ ~ ____ 1_y.(!M, ~ if(.. ( J o 

\ .t.."' v "'- <---,R_-~~rwt----+v---~-c-.,.,-J=o-#=-c p ~ ,"'c v c;.. :2;t-. 
" _.-----::--· . -
~ .J:!rrt ~offe~chiilteOj]e: Go out and build the America we all want for our 

chil~~en a( a their ch(ren. T ak~ the knowledge and skills you have earned, and 

·.. · ~ Y--~ QtFt Y 
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J 

·.share them, not only with your famity and your cqmmunity but with your nation. 
-hi k 'f U: ~ ck._~ «- i ~ ....... /L #t:- A in. lA-/ ~ -r /; 1/,/ A. ( ~ ~ ~ ~ I(;.,.._ 

·The challenges we face are new and real. But the way we will meet them is 
------~ as old as . 140 years ago, in the City of Chicago, immigrants outnumbered 
native born Americans. Abraham Lincoln asked what connection those immigrants 
could possibly feel to those who founded our nation. "If they look back through this 

-. ,4 l 

history to trace their connection with those days by "blood, they find they have 
none," he said. But our founders proclaimed that we a'fe all created equal. And 
that~ h~ said, _"is t~QLQ_~~ that Decl~~9tion that links the hearts of. 
patnot1c~n ~ .ef-ty=tnvmg [people- oget .er-::·" 

twk.' 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
uTHE NEW IMMIGRATION: n "'I,. 

BUILDING ONE AMERICA IN THE 21ST CENTURY,. WJlA-~~· 
PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY . II" I I. L- . . 

JUNE 13, 1998 ~ . . 

I am honored to address the Portland State University ~s of 1998. Lookin~ 
around t~s campus, it is hard to imagine that it all s m a handful of temporary buildings in a ----c.---
shipyard 52 years ago, with a dream to ·v . ers returning home from World War II the ~ 
opportunity to go to college -- a c ance to build a better life. In so roany ways, Portland ~ . 
State's mission is th · s1on of America: to meet the challenge of changing times by holding fast ~ 
to ourfoundi rincipals --to widen the circle of opportunity for all our people, to deepen ~~ 
the meaning of our freedom, and to form a more perfect union. ~ 

This Sprin I speak to graduating students, I am focusing on what we must 
do in our ow to make the promise of America real for generations to come: 
defendin .. r security against the new threat of terrorism; advancing opportunity amid 

nges of the Information Age. 

Of all the challenges before us, none is more complex than the challenge of our 
nation's growing racial and ethnic diversity. Gne.yesr age !OFFIOFFeW, I launehe&e 
natitJIIal i11ittatiue el"' raee, to e11gage ell Amerieans in a wnvetsalion about the 

. ~,~-., 
li~er irrg probJe111s andiimltl~ss pOss1b1htres of our racial ~iV'ersity. ~f 

Today, I would like to talk all of you about the driving force~hind this 
diversity ~- the new immigration. Millions of new immigrants are lh';nging the 
face of America. And I come to you today to talk about our shared responsibility 
to welcome them ·- and our responsibility to ensure that this new immigration 
strengthens our nation. For while these changes are good for America, they 
demand more of all Americans. We must redouble our commitment to those 
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shared ideals and values that have held us together, that have made us American, 
for two centuries and more. 

More than any other nation on earth, America has drawn its strength and its 
spirit from a constant flow of immigrants - the most restless, the most adventurous, the 
most industrious peopl~ of the world. Together, they built a new nation on a powerful 
idea: that all men are created equal. Together, each bearing thefr own memories, each 
honoring their own heritage, they forged a different and dynamic new culture. Each 
group of-newcomers was met with suspicion, with violence and discriminatory Jaws, with 
doubts that they could ever become truly American. But the American ideal proved 
stronger. 

14J002 

Now,· that ideal is being tested again - by a new wave of immigration, larger 
than any in a century, far more diverse than any in our history. Each year, nearly one 
million people come legally to build new lives in America. Today, nearly one in teri 
people in America was bom in other lands; one in five schoolchildren are from 
immigrant familieQ fel:ir i'boo1 diittictfi j1.1st miles ifem-t:fte Whlte House; children ftom '- ' 
Marly l!QO-sewmaes, ~=mare-than tee langcrages, a:~e leaorlng Siae"b, side. Today, 
largely becau. se of immigration, there is no majority race in Hawaii or Hou~ton New 
York. Within 5 years, there will be no majority race in California. And in as fe fifty 
years, there will be no majority race h1 America. (N '(t11l! U.fe.'TIMe, A tDatr \PU.(....-

~ "(cv 16 \\~ feLlOW MuJ~raes~ · 
No other nation in the history of the world has gone through demographic 

change of this magnitude, over so short a time. It can either strengthen and unite )5l 
America, or weaken and divide us. i\-L--. c.L\o\~ t~ ~·. ~~ f.JOJ C6l'f\~ ~£TI--L~ t 

~€,·A.~. . 
~-ate unequivocally: I believe the new immigration is good for 
America. It is revitalizing our cities. It is building our new economy, and 
strengthening our ties to the global one. It is energizing our culture and 
broa~ening our view of the world. It is renewing our values. And it is reminding 
all of us what it truly means to be an American. 

It means working hard, like the teenager from Russia who rushes home after 
school to babysit so his mother can work the night shift. It means making a better life 
for your children, like the father from Vietnam who works tv.ro jobs and still finds the time 

. to take his daughter to the public library everyday to practice readin·g. And it means [ 
example of immigrant student at PSU, tk] 

We see these new immigrants, and we see the spirit that built America -- the 
drive ,to succeed, the commitment to family, the hope for a better life. We see our 
grandparents ... we see ourselves ... we see Americans. 

But too many people do not. They hear the new accents, they see the new 
faces, and they feel unsettled. They worry that the new immigrants come to our shores 
not to promote our prosperity but to live off our largesse. They are afraid the America 
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they know and love is becoming a foreign land. 

This is understandable. But it is wrong, profoundly wrong. 

L~t me be clear: No American should tolerate illegal immigration that flouts our 
laws and strains our tradition of tolerance. We must strictly enforce the immigration 
laws, and we must continue to bring the rule of law to our bord~r · · 

~0.,.... 

But we should also remember: the vast majority o£/mmig nts are here legally. 
. And in every measurable way, the new immigrants givefm'~;~ t our society than they. 

take. :On average, immigrants pay $1,800 more in taxes than they receive in 
government benefits. And legal immigrants are paying into Social Security at record 
rates, helping to offset the millions of Americans who will be retiring in the next 20 
years. 

And they benefit our nation in ways that are not as easily measured. 

We should be honored thatAmerica --whether it is called the 'city on a hill./ the 'old gold 
mountain,' El Norte -- is seen around the world as a land of opportunity and new beginnings. We 
shoulq all be proud that people living in isolated villages m far comers of the world recognize the 
Statue ofLiberty. We should be proud that children all around the world study our Declaration of 
Independence, that, to this day, it is inspiring men and women to join us. 

, My fellow Americans. it is wrong for people whose ancestors passed through the portals 
of Ellis Island to lock the door behind them. And it is wrong for those who were denied the rights 
of citizenship simply because ofthe color of their skin to deny those rights to others because of 
the country of their birth. We should treat these new immigrants as we would have wanted our 
own grandparents to have been treated. 

I believe that every American is honor-bound to share our country with immigrants, not to 
shun them or shut them out. But I believe this as well: We cannot be blind to the fact that 
immigration of this sweep and scope can threaten our unity. Around the world, we have 
seen what can happen when people who live on the same land put ethnicity before country. 

If America is to remain the world's most diverse democracy, if immigration is to 
strengthen America as it has throughout our history, then we must say: whether your 
ancestors came here in slave ships or on the Mayflower; whether they landed on Ellis 
Islam~. or LAX or have been here for thousands of yeai'S, if you believe in the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, you are an American. And 
only that belief, strengthened and renewed in a time of great change, will keep us 
one America in the 21st Century. 

Today, all Americans and all immigrants must recommit to ourselves to the true 
duties and spirit of citizenship. Immigrants must seek to become citizens; and all 

· Americans, wherever they were born, must act as citizens. 
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· Not just immigrants, but every American should study our Constitution and 
understand our shared history. · 

Not just immigrants, but every American should take part in our democracy -- not 
only by voting, but by going to city council meetings, volunteering in our schools, and 
perhaps even running for office. 

Not just immigrants, but every American should reject identity politics, on our 
campuses and in our communities. We are Americans first and foremost. We must 
refuse to be swayed by the voices of division. 

And not just immigrants, but every American should recognize that our public 
schools are not just places where our children learn to read, but where they learn to be 
American, where they make American heroes --from Washington to Lincoln to Rosa Parks-
their own. Today, too many Americans, and far too many immigrants, attend crowded 
inner city schools. Too many young people, and far too many Hispanic young people, 
drop out of school altogether. With more children from immigrant families entering 
school than at any time since the tum of the century, we must redouble our efforts to 
renew our public schools, and give all of America's children the best education in the 

world. . l}l(V-.. ~i/~ i tL,., w£iftv ~ . 
And we must ensure that all o=:~~.:: children can speak English. As I lela 

~ ~._. a ~iPlste a§&;- !,bere are schools. · where children speak nearly 200 
languages, languages they should be encouraged to remember. But the sooner they 
learn English in school, the sooner they will be able to reach their full potential. · 

' 

141004 

1 applaud the students here at Portland State who are tutoring immigrant childreU' 
to speak and read English -and I call on more America to do the same. Fer i~ tfle 

I • • ' • • 

• 
. · , · · · , ·- . We will only becom 

one America if we come together in the sincere beli that we have much to learn from 
one another -- and far to travel together toward our ammon future as Americans. 

Today, I offer you, the Portland State University graduating class of 1998, my 
congratulations . Many of you have sacrificed much to reach this day - you have held 
down jobs and cared for your families and still found the energy and the passion to 
reach for your dreams. Yw I :a • e:J:Irs FftfM to look I e1 L &td feel 1 • · ;e ii • all J' J I il!!i£/e 

l!leltiz B:t~ als~:ffer a challenge: Go out and build the America we all wantfoc. Y~ 
children and their children. Take the knowledge and skills you have earned, and share 
them, not only with your family and your community but with your nation. 

The challenges we face are new and reaL But the way we will meet them is as 
old as America. 140 years ago, in the City of Chicago, immigrants outnumbered native 
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born Americans. Abraham L' 
possibly feel to those who fo··:::::::::~~o~u~r nation. ''If they look back through this history to 
trace their connection with those days by blood, they find they have none," he said. But 
our founders proclaimed that we are all created equal. And that, he said, "is the electric 
cord in that Declaration that links the hearts of patriotic and liberty-loving [people] 
together." · 

It is the cord that links every graduate here today with every new immigrant and 
every American who came before us.-- and if we act with conscience and courage in 
our own time, it will light the way for the generations of the 21st Century. 

Good tuck and God bless you. 

Message Sent To: 

Paul E. BegalaNVHO/EOP 
Sidney BlumenthaiM/HO/EOP · 
Syl.,..ia M. MathewsiWHOIEOP 
June G. TumeriWHOIEOP 
Ann F. LewisNVHO/EOP 
Eleanor S. ParkerJWHOJEOP 
Maria Eehaveste/WHOIEOP 
Bruce N. Reed/OPDIEOP 
Elena KaganfOPDIEOP 
Judith A. Winston/PIRIEOP 
Laura Emmett/WHOIEOP 
Michelle Crisci/WHO/EOP 
Dawn L Smalls/WHO/EOP 
John Podesta/WHO/EOP 
Minyon MooreJWHO/EOP 
Miriam H. VogeiiWHO/EOP 
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Chris Edley <edley@ law.harvard.edu> 
06/11/98 07:54:00 AM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Jordan Tamagni/WHO/EOP 

cc: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP, Sylvia M. Mathews/WHO/EOP, Judith A. Wiriston/PIR/EOP, Minyan 

Moore/WHO/EOP 
Subject: Re: REVISED PORTLAND STATE DRAFT 

GENERALLY, VERY HARD TO FIND EDGE OR HEADLINES IN THIS. WHEN YOU MENTION 
THINGS THAT MIGHT JUST POSSIBLE HAVE AN EDGE, IT IS VERY SOFT AND 
UNELABORATED. WON'T BREAK THROUGH. 

IF I WERE ADVISING THE PRESIDENT ON THIS, I'D URGE HIM TO MAKE NEWS BY 
LINKING THINGS LIKE PROP 187 AND CONGRESSIONAL BENEFIT CUTS TO THE PROBLEM 

. OF PREJUDICE, FEAR AND NATIVISM. THE BAD SIDE OF OUR CHARACTER, WHICH WE 
MUST STRUGGLE TO OVERCOME. 

ALSO, SPIN OUT THE IDENTITY POLITICS POINT TO GIVE IT MORE INTELLCTUAL 
CONTENT AND EDGE. MAYBE: WE HAVE ATREND TOWARD IDENTITY POLITICS-- FUELED 
IN PART BY ETHNIC ISOLATION AND SEGREGATION. CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND 
CULTURAL IDENTITY ARE VALUED PARTS OF OUR RICH NATION, BUT NOT IF THERE ARE 
WALLS. WE SHOULDN'T DO X, BUT WE SHOULD DO Y; WE SHOULDN'T DO XXX, BUT WE 
SHOULlD DO YYY. THE CRITICAL COMPLEMENT TO THE PRIDE WE TAKE IN OUR ETHNIC 

. OR RELiGIOUS POLITICAL OR EVEN GEOGRAHCIAL SUBCOMMUNITIES MUST BE COUPLED 
WITH AN OPENNESS TO ALL OF AMERICA. THE INTERCHANGE AND INTERACTION THAT 
CREATES AND SUSTAINS US AS ONE PEOPLE, ONE AMERICA .... SOMETHING LIKE THAT. 

SEVERAL DETAILED COMMENTS IN< <CAPS>> BELOW, SOME OF WHICH ARE ACTUALLY 

SEMI-IMPORTANT. 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
?THE NEW IMMIGRATION: 

BUILDING ONE AMERICA IN THE 21ST CENTURY? 
PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY 

JUNE 13, 1998 

> I am honored to address the Portland State University graduating class 

>St~:::u;r:+;;;;o,;;;iMi:; ;;a:~~~:~i;~;!, ~ :~o, ~ 
'--~-"'--'w=r.>..W t §Wf;SOtdtels retomi-rg hoo·e from W War II the . . 

>challenge of changing times by holding fast to our founding principals 
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<<THE PRECEDING DOESN'T WORK FOR ME AT ALL>> --
>to widen the circle of opportunity for all our people, to deepen the 
>meaning of our freedom, and to form a more perfect union. 

> 
> This Spring, as I speak to graduating stude[1ts, I am focusing on what 
>we must do in our own era to make the promise of America real for 
>generations to come: defending our security against the new threat of 
>terrorism; advancing opportunity amid the challenges of the Information 
>Age. <<THESE TWO REFERENCES SEEM WILDLY OUT OF PLACE. MISTAKEN INSERT 

FROM ANOTHER SPEECH??>> 

> 
> Of all the challenges before us, none is more complex than the 
>challenge of our nation ?sgrowing racial and ethnic diversity. One year 
>ago tomorrow, I launched a national initiative on race, to engage all 
>Americans in a conversation about the lingering problems and limitless 
>possibilities of our racial diversity. <<CAN'T SAY THE INITIATIVE WAS TO 
ENGAGE IN A CONVERSATION AND NOTHING ELSE. THAT'S THE PERCEPTION WE'VE BEEN 

FIGHTING POR 12 MONTHS.>> 

> 
- > Today, I would like to talk all of you about the driving force behind 

>this diversity-- the new immigration. Millions of new immigrants are 
>changing the face of America. And I come to you today to talk about our 
>shared responsibility to welcome them -- and our responsibility to ensure 
>that this new immigration strengthens our nation. For while these changes 
>are good for America, they demand more of all Americans. We must redouble 
>our commitment to those shared ideals and values that have held us 
>together, that have made us American, for two centuries and more. 

> 
> More than any other nation on earth, America has drawn its strength "'-.. 

/ 

>and its spirit from a constant flow of immigrants -- the most restless, the / ~ 
>most adventurous, the most industrious people of the world. <<ARE YOU SURE / uJ 
ABOUT THIS? MORE THAN CANADA OR AUSTRALIA? SEEMS LIKE STANDARD POLITICIAN'S ~..()1 · 

HYPERBOLE TO ME.>> Together, they 
>built a new nation on a powerful idea: that all men are created equal. 
>Together, each bearing their own memories, each honoring their own 
>heritage, they forged a different and dynamic new culture. Each group of 
>newcomers was met with suspicion, with violence and discriminatory laws, 

~" IJ"'"' I 
~c~~~ 
rr,;~ ~~~· 

>with doubts that they could ever become truly American. <<TWO SHOCK-VALUE ~~~ ~b-~~\~tl(t/)~ ~-. if \/ 
>ideal proved stronger. <<WHAT "IDEAL"? I HAD TO RE-READ TWICE TO REALIZE V v. 

EXAMPLES TO MAKE IT POINTED AND POWERFUL.> > But the American 

YOU MEANT "ALL M ED EQUAL.">> 

~ Nowf'~d.,again ·· by a new wave of immigration, 
> IargEn than any 1n a century, far more diverse than any in our history. 
<<I DON'T LIKE THE FORMULATION THAT THE IDEAL IS TESTED BY IMMIGRATION OR 
IMMIGRANTS-- SOUNDS LIKE: "WE HAVE THIS IDEAL THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED 
EQUAL, BUT IT SURE IS HARD TO HOLD ONTO THAT CONVICTION WHEN YOU SEE ALL 
THESE COLORED IMMIGRANTS, ISN'T IT?" THE IDEAL IS TESTED ONLY BECAUSE THE 
IMMIGRATION IS TRIGGERING PREJUDICE, NATIVISM AND XENOPHOBIA.>> 
>Each year, nearly one million people come legally to build new lives in 
>America. Today, nearly one in ten people in America was born in other 
>lands; one in five schoolchildren are from immigrant families. In four 
>school districts just miles from the White House, children from nearly 200 
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race in· 
>California. And in 

>America. . ... ,[~$.~'':fu,"' 
> .JI_ f.'Q;;,r~V.tr.Sl;l.~ rv- ,,.... "\':!.. . 
> No other nation in~ history odhe:<.'~prld· has gone through 
>demographic change of this magnitude, over so short a time.<< I DON'T 
BELIEVE THIS. MORE UNNECESSARY HYPERBOLE? WHAT IS YOUR MEASURE OF CHANGE? 
WHAT ABOUT REFUGEE FLOWS IN CAMBODIA OR CENTRAL AFRICA? WHAT ABOUT AFRIG 
SLAVES COMING TO BRAZIL? WHAT ABOUT SPARTA JUST BEFORE THE PELOPENSIAN 
WAR?? (JUST KIDDING) wHAT ABOUT THE COLONIZATION OF SWEEDEN BY 17TH CENT 

DENMARK??> > It can either 
>strengthen and unite America, or weaken and divide us. 

> 
> Let me state unequivocally: I believe the new immigration is good for 
>America. It is revitalizing our cities. It is building our new economy, 
>and strengthening our ties to the global one. It is energizing our culture 
>and broadening our view of the world. It is renewing our values. And it 
>is reminding all of us what it truly means to be an American. 

> 
> It means working hard, like the teenager from Russia who rushes home~ 

__ :::.~.!3 .. ~.:_sch~C}I to babysit so his mother can work the night shift. < ~PRET"f'T"" 
- LAME.~ means 

>making a better life for your children, like the father from Vietnam who 
>works two jobs and still finds the time to take his daughter to the public 'f 
>library everyday to practice reading. <<MUCH BETTER>> And it means 
[example of immigrant · 
>student at PSU, tk] 

> 
> We see these new immigrants, and we see the spirit that built America 
> -- the drive to succeed, the commitment to family, the hope for a better 
>life. We see our grandparents ... we see ourselves ... we see Americans. 

< <REALLY GOOD.> > 

> 
> But too many people do not. They hear the new accents, they see the 
>new faces, and they feel unsettled. They worry that the new immigrants come 
>to our shores not to promote our prosperity but to live off our largesse. 
>They are afraid the America they know and love is becoming a foreign land. 

> 
> This is understandable. But it is wrong, profoundly wrong. <<AND 
WHEN THESE ANXIETIES AND RESENTMENTS GIVE RISE TO PREJUDICES AND POLICIES 
THAT EXCLUDE AND DISCRIMINATE THESE NEWCOMERS FROM THEIR RIGHTFUL 
PARTICIPATION IN OUR COMMUNITIES AND OUR CIVIC LIFE, IT IS TRAGIC. WE'VE 
MADE MISTAKES, LIKE THE BALLOT INITIATIVE VOTED BY CALIFORNIANS, AND SOME 
OF THE PROGRAM CUTS MADE BY THE CONGRESS. NOT JUST WRONG, BUT TRAGIC.>>. 

> 

> Let me. be clear: No American should tolerate illegal immigration that 
>flouts our laws and strains our tradition of tolerance. We must strictly 
>enforce the immigration laws, and we must continue to bring the rule of law 

>to our borders. 

> 
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> But we should also remember: the vast majority of immigrants are here 
>legally. And in every measurable way, the new immigrants give more to our 
>society than they take. On average, immigrants pay $1,800 more in taxes 
>than they receive in government benefits. And legal immigrants are paying 
:>into ·Social Secwity at record rates, helping <<BALANCE THE BOOKS AS 
MILLIONS OF Y~ RETIRE IN THE NEXT 20 YEARS.>> <<"OFFSET" SEEMS 
THE WRONG WORD>> to offset the millions of 
>Americans who will be retiring in the next 20 years. 

> 
> And they benefit our nation in ways that are not as easily measured. 

> 
> We should be honored that America -- whether it is called the ?city on 
>a hill,? the ?old gold mountain,? El Norte -- is seen around the world as a 
>land of opportunity and new beginnings. We should all be proud that people 
>living in isolated villages in far corners of the world recognize the 
>Statue of Liberty. We should be proud that children all around the world 
>study our Declaration of Independence, that, to this day, it is inspiring 
>men and women to join us. 
> My fellow Americans, it is wrong for people whose ancestors passed 
>through the portals of Ellis Island to lock the door behind them.· And it 
>is wrong for those who were denied the rights of citizenship simply because t 
>of the color of their skin to deny those rights to others because of the 
>country of their birth. < < t!ERE IS A GOLDEN Rill E FOR AMERICA:>> We should 
treat these new immigrants as we would 
>have wanted our own grandparents to have been treated. 

> 
> I believe that every American is honor-bound to share our country with 
>immigrants, not to shun them or shut them out. But I believe this as well: 
>We cannot be blind to the fact that immigration of this sweep and scope can 
>threaten our unity. Around the world, we have seen what can happen when 

~peo:l::::~~v;s :: ::::~n~:~·::::::::::i:v::::,:.c~~::::v. < <i HAVE . t 
SERIOUS DOUBTS ABOUT WHETHER WE ARE THE MOST DIVERSE DEMOCRACY. IN lA MAY 
HAVE A STRONGER CLAIM TO THAT. DIFFICULT FOR US TO JUDGE THE COMPARATIVE 
IMPORTANCE OF THE DIFFERENCES. THEY HAVE HINDU CASTES THAT REMAIN TRULY 
POTENT SOCIAL FACTS; AND THEY HAVE A COUPLE OF HUNDRED DIALECTS AND 
SUB-RELIGIONS. AGAIN POLITICAN'S HYPERBOLE.> > if 
>immigration is to strengthen America as it has throughout our history, then 
>we must say: whether your ancestors came here in slave ships or on the 
>Mayflower; whether they landed on Ellis Island or LAX or have been here for 
>thousands of years, if you believe in the Declaration of Independence and 
>the Constitution, you are an American. <<VERY VERY NICE>> And only that 
belief, strengthened 
>and renewed in a time of great change, will keep us one America in the 21st 

>Century. 

> 
<<THE FOLLOWING RIFE IS REALLY GOOD>> 

> Today, all Americans and all immigrants must recommit to ourselves to 
>the true duties and spirit of citizenship. Immigrants must seek to become 
>citizens; and all Americans, wherever they were born, must act as citizens. 

> 
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> Not just immigrants, but every American should study our Constitution 

>and understand our shared history. 

> Not just immigrants, but every American should take part in our 
>democracy -- not only by voting, but by going to city council meetings, 
>volunteering in our schools, and perhaps even running for office. 

> 

> 
> Not just immigrants, but every American should reject identity 
>politics, on our campuses and in our communities. We are Americans first 
>and foremost. We must refuse to be swayed by the voices of division. 

> 
> And not just immigrants, but every American should recognize that our 
>public schools are not just places where our children learn to read, but 
>where they learn to be American, where they make American heroes -- from 
>Washington to Lincoln to Rosa Parks-- their own. Today, too many 
>Americans, and far too many immigrants, attend crowded inner city schools. 
<<THIS IS A WEIRD STATEMENT. THE PROBLEM ISN'T THAT THE SCHOOLS ARE CROWDED 
OR THAT THEY ARE LOCATED IN INNER CITIES. THE PROBLEM IS THAT THEY PROVIDE 
A SHITTY EDUCATION. SAY THAT. THE PROBLEM IS TOO MANY KIDS, INCLUDING 
IMMIGRANT KIDS, ARE IN SHITTY SCHOOLS WHERE THEY GIVE UP THEIR DREAMS IN 

EXCHANGE FOR COUNTERFEIT OPPORUNITY > > 
· >Too many young people, and far too many Hispanic young people, drop out of 

>school altogether. With more children from immigrant families entering 
>school than at any time srnce the turn of the century, we must redouble ciur 

. >efforts to renew our public schools,-< <NONSEQUITUR. I DON'T SEE WHY 
IMMIGRANT FLOWS MEAN REDOUBLE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT EFFORTS. BUT YOU COULD SAY 
THAT WITH THE NEW IMMIGRATION, THE STAKE WE ALL HAVE IN REPAIRING OUR 
SCHOOLS BECOMES EVEN GREATER BECAUSE THE OPPORTUNITY MACHINERY-- ALREADY 
STRUqGLING IN TOO MANY COMMUNITIES-- HAS NEW WORK TO DO. OR SOMETHING.>> 

and give all of America?s children the 
>best education in the world .. 

> 
> And we must ensure that all of America?s children can speak English. 
>As I told you a minute ago, there are schools in America where children 
>speak nearly 200 languages, languages they. should be encouraged to 
>remember. But the sooner they learn English in school, the sooner they 
>will be able to reach their full potential. 

> 
> I applaud the students here at Portland State who are tutoring 
>immigrant children to speak and read English -- and I call on more 
>Americans to do the same. For in the end, we will only overcome ignorance 
>and fear by reaching out and helping one another: in our schools, in our 
>communities, and across this land. We will only become one America if we 
>come together in the sincere belief that we have much to learn from one 
>another -- and far to travel together toward our common future as 
>Americans. < <NOTHING SUBSTANTIVELY AMISS. BUT THESE TWO PARAGRAPHS ABOVE 
DON'T QUITE WORK~ THE THROW-AWAY LINE ABOUT ENGLISH SEEMS BOTH UN-MOTIVATED 
AND NOT WELL-CONNECTED TO THE FLOW-- NEED A TRANSITION IDEA FROM "best 
education in the world" INTO THE POINT ABOUT ENGLISH. AND ALSO NEED TO MAKE 
THE POINT THAT LEARNING ENGLISH DOESN'T MEAN ABANDONING WHO YOU ARE, IT 
MEANS OPENING YOURSELF TO AMERICA AND ALL OF ITS OPPORTUNITIES.>> 

> 

> Today, I offer you, the Portland State University graduating class of 
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> 1998, my congratulations . Many of you have sacrificed much to reach this 
>day -~ you have held down jobs and cared for your families and still found 
>the energy and the passion to reach for your dreams. You have the right to 
>look back and feel pride in all you have achieved. 
> 
> But I also offer a challenge: Go out and buil_d the America we all want 
>for our children and their children. Take the knowledge and skills you 
>have earned, and share them, not only with your family and your community 
>but with your n;;ttion. 
> 
> The challenges we face are new and real. But the way we will meet 
>them is as old as America. 140 years ago, in the City of Chicago, 
>immigrants outnumbered native born Americans. Abraham Lincoln asked what 
>connection those immigrants could possibly feel to those who founded our 
>nation. ?If they look back through this history to trace their connection 
>with those days by blood, they find they have none,? he said. But our 
>founders proclaimed that we are all created equal. And that, he said, ?is 
>the electric cord in that Declaration that links the hearts of patriotic 
>and liberty-loving [people] together.? <<TOO BAD. SETTING IS GREAT--
LINCOLN IN CHICAGO WITH MAJORITY IMMIGRANTS. BUT THE QUOTE IS STRANGE. 
"ELECTRIC" CORD IS A WEIRD, DISSONANT METAPHOR TO ME. AND STRANGELY 
ANACHORONISTIC. > > 
> 
> It is the cord that links every graduate here today with every new 
>immigrant and every American who came before us -- and if we act with 
>conscience and courage in our own time, it will light the way for the 
>generations of the 21st Century. <<NOT MUCH OF WHAT YOU'VE SAID IN THIS 
SPEECH SEEMS LIKE A CALL FOR CONSCIENCE OR COURAGE IN THE USUAL SENSE OF 
THOSE WORDS. THE LOFTY ALITERATION IS GOOD, BUT WHAT'S "COURAGEOUS" ABO 
WELCOMING IMMIGRANTS? ARE THEY SO THREATENING AND AWFUL THAT IT IS AN ACT 
OF COURAGE TO TREAT THEM AS WE (YOU, THAT IS) WOULD HAVE LIKED OUR 
GRANDPARENTS TO BE TREATED?> > 
> 
> Good luck and God bless you. 
> 
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,· 

TO: 

FR: 

RE: 

I. 

Per your request, attached is a list of announcements that are ready to go for the White 
House Conference on Mental Health and our recommendations on which Principal might 
reference them in their remarks. 

We have tried to match the announcements with the topics each Principal is discussing, 
while saving the most substantial announcements for the President. However, we are not at all 
attached to any of the suggestions listed below. So please edit away or advise us on how you 
wa11t to proceed. 

All of the policies that are attached have been finalized and signed off by the agencies, 
with the exception of the initiative to help teachers identify and get help for at risk kids that is 
still being finalized. (Bruce we should discuss this early this week). 

II. Press Rollout of Policy Announcements 

As you know, the hope is to have the anti-stigma campaign Mrs. Gore is planning to chair 
announced at the joint radio address with the President on Saturday. We also think it makes 
sense to unyeil the myths of mental illness at this time to give a context for the anti-stigma campaign. ..______ ... _________ _ 

We think the rest of the policies could go for the day of the conference, unless you all 
think there are any that would make particularly good ramp announcements. However, we are 
recommending that the restraints regulation be unveiled at an event following the conference 
with Mrs. Gore and Senators Dodd and Lieberman (the primary authors of the legislation in this 
issue) and any other interested members. 
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. }'he OI:e.other policy ~~k~~H-eJ.l.GwingJ~1e c01:ference is a "Call to 
Action on smctd~t.Re"'Surgeon Generalis ready to release. We thmk this may work better 
as a stand-a! *'event after the conference. 

We recommend leaking these policies to all of the major national papers for the day 
the conference, as we think we could likely get the best coverage on Monday. 

it regard to press paper, our thought is that we could release the attached paper. As it 
is longer than most press paper, we could also have a two-pager that highlights some of the major 
aimouncements and combines or eliminates some of these if you all think it is necessary (see 
attached). 

All of these ideas are preliminary, and we clearly welcome any thoughts on the best way 
to proceed. 
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. 10/28/96 11:48 05-EXECUTIVE 0FFICE ~ 94565709 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

(Wr!Cr; OF THE SECRETARY 

October 28, 1996 

TO: MICHAEL WALDMAN 

FR: KEVIN SULLIVAN 

RE: SAINT LOUIS SPEECH--

Secretary Riley has asked to try to get a ''direct" paragraph into the speech today 
about theE rate-- free basic access to the Internet for schools and librarjes --because 

two of the "swing votes" on the federaVstatejoint board ofthe FCC are from Missouri. 

The President endorsed this concept in his speech in Tenn. two weeks ago right 
after the VP's debate with Jack Kemp. However, we are in an uphill battle with the 
Joint Board/FCC Commission that will make this decision on November 7th. 

N0.207 GJ02 

Ken McClure ( l\1issouri Public Utility Commission) and Martha Hogerty (Consumer 
representative) are both from Missouri and they are two of three swing votes. We need at 
least two of these swing votes to win. It would help us a great deal if the President added to 
the following paragraph to his standard paragraphs on education. You could add the 
following suggested paragraphs. 

'j Now, getting schools and libraries connected to the Internet depends to a large e~dent on 
very important proceedings now taking place back in Washington D.C. by a special joint board of 
the Federal Communications Commission. This joint board-- made up of representatives from 
the states and the federal government -- is going to decide whether schools and libraries will 
get free, universal access to the Internet on November 7th, just two days after the Presidential 
election. ' 

·-

Two of your very own here in Missouri -- Ken McClure and Martha Hagerty -- are on this 
very important board. We want to el'lcourage them to do the right thing for America's children 
and vote for theE-rate-- free basic access to the Internet for all of our school children. If they 
and the other members of this Commission vote for the E-rate we will revolutionize American 
education." 
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Acknowl: 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
OCTOBER 28, 1996 

##daY-s to election: Am. ppl choose last Pres 20th C/lstPres 
21st C. How meet chalL of 21st Cent.· Central goal: give ppl 
tools to master moment of change. 

Focus on·4 big issues: welfare; education for our children~ 
strengthening_QUr families; how we keep our economy strong by 
balancing the budget. 

Question: Who can lead America into 21 stC? Campaign 
about: Two very different visions. Choice: Bridge to future or . 
bridge to past? Build bridge together or cross alone? 
Four Y-ears ago: High unemployment, widespread frustration. 
Determined to change countcy: to enter 21stC w/Am. Drm 
alive for all, coming together not torn apart, still strongest force 

· peace and freedom. 

-= expand opp, demand resp, strengthen comm. 
Then: Took me on faith~ 

-----. - '""' 3 ~ 'to( ~ 
Now, Record: Tgday, we have good uews --more evidence 

that our econo-my-is-o-n-the-r-ig-ht-tmck.-Whenl ran for _ 

-Pres-i-dent-4-yearsago;-n<Jehal-lenge-1-eemed-la-:t:ger~eemed ---
COPY 
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// 

more difficult to solve -- than the deficit. The deficiMV'as $290. 

billion, a record high: and growing. In the~ before I . 

took office, the deficit-skyrocketed and1he national debt 

quadrupled. Our budget would in surplus today, but for the 

interest on the debt run up fore I took office. I pledged that 

we would restore fisc discipline to our government and cut the 

deficit in half in ur years. I said that it was wrong to leave our 

children a gacy of debt. I said that the deficit was a ball and 

chain lding back our economy. 

We put in place a tough economic pia ith real spending 

cuts. Deficit down, 4 yrs in a row. ay, we learned that it 

continues to decline -- more n we expected even a few 

months ago. 

rotecting the next generation. 

e lo~ Americans, I am p ease o announce that in 
dif"' c~-r n -- etou...-~ G 3% 

(i the deficit IJaseeB ltd to $107 billionJWe have .. 
Sl.17 CL 11, './ I~-~ S-'~ ~ I~ G-1 I Z/L'l(V1, adi· rn.Pt~f,,.... . 

brought it dgwn 63!4 ~iR£e ar.e t98li ttffice-. It is at itS" luwes-t----._ 

2 

COPY 



level since 1981 -- adjusted for inflation, the lowest in 22_..~-- _ 
- _____.-

--------~ 
years. And today the deficit takes up a sm 1-e-rpirt of the 

overall economy than in any ot major economic power. 

This has given w 1ng families real benefits-- cheaper 

auto, home, c ~ rates. More business expansion and job 

. A growing economy that is providing opportunity 

My friends, America is awake;-·We~-a~~'"~trong, vibrant, 
- _...--

~-
moving toward a bal .treed budget, with a lower deficit, 

uilding prosperity. 

' 

In_part because of defict cuts, we have: 10.5M new jobs_; 
Unemply- dropped from 6.2% to 3.9% Incomes on rise; 
median HH inc. up $1,600 after infl, over 2yrs.; Lgst drop child 

- • L#\.1<1-
poverty In 20yrs. J]l.is week, 4.5M new homeowners; longest, 
steadiest expansion in 3 decades; 15 yr. high. Tax cut 15M. 
Welfare down 1.8M; Last.week: ch supp up 50%; $4B more to 
children; FBI: crime @ 1 0-yr low; still too much. Last few 
weeks: Min. wage, 10M. K-K, 25M. 48 hrs newborns & 
mothers. DofEd_repor_t: 1OM students save avg $190 each. 

But: more to do. This is an important election. 
Your vote decides: _Keep our economy growing by finishingJhe 
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job of balancing the budget Bal bud plan eliminates deficit by 
2002 --protects M, M, E, E, targeted tax cuts: educ; raise child; 
save. for home, pay health care OR Risky tax scheme, Medicare 
cuts, blow hole in deficit. ,Today, when we see the progress 
America is making, we cannot turn back; we must move 
forward to balance the budget and keep our economy 
growing. Your vote will decide whether America moves 
forward to a balanced budget & honors values. 

Passed FMLA, now vote decides: Expand to parent-teacher, 
. . 

doc visits; choice to use overtime: in pay or for time w/family. 

Passed K-K, now vote decides: Whether help_people b/wj_ohs 
keep insur 6mos. 

Passed Brady, AWB, lOOK; now vote decides: Whether finish 
lOOK; target violent gangs w/RICO; ban cop-killer bullets. 

Passed historic welfare reform, now vote decide_S_: Whether 
create 1M new jobs move ppl welfare to work. 

·Made air, H20, food safer, now vote decides: Whether clean up 
2/3 taxies by 2000. 

Most of all, vote decides: wprld-class ed.: All read by 3rd. 
Classrooms to Internet; vote decides whether we open doors of
college oppor. wider, or doors of college swing shut. Tax cuts 
for college: 13th & 14th universal as HS; $1,500 indiv; $10K 

4 
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fam. [My opponent: Eliminate Do ±Ed. Voted against GSL 31 yrs 
ago; opposed Dir. Lend 3yrs ago. Last yr, budget would cut Pell 
Grnts for 100s ofthous.] Vote decides whether: 8- read, 12-

Internet, 18 - college. 

This IS an important election: Your responsibility: Vote on 
November 5th. !u~ays: Will you help me build bridge? 

. ( ' 
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NOTE TO: 

FROM: 

October 25, 1996 

STEVE SILVERMAN 
KRIS BALDERSTON 

KITTY IDGGINS 

Greg sent the attached to aid in crafting remarks for the President.· I think what we 
really need are a few points that stress why Bill Clinton has been good for rural America . 

. The Secretary's ·point was that we overlook a whole group of people when we direct our 
message to the suburbs. The Secretary believes the issues we stress--education, Medicare, 
welfare, etc.--play equally well in rural communities and small towns. We need to 
acknowledge they exist. Let's discuss. 

~'--{.)-

(fl.~ /JM- CLN-/J\yv 0'~~ r U.£DA. 
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For Immediate Release 

10:58 A.M. EDT 

~~ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary · 

s~ 
~4-- tU· 

July 12, !995 N 
~ 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN AMERICA 

James Madison High School 
Vienna, Virginia 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Secretary Riley, for the introduction, but more for 
your outstanding leadership of the Department of Education and the work you have done not 
only to increase the investment of our country in education, but also to lift the quality and the 
standards of education and to deal forthrightly with some of the more difficult, but important 
issues in education that go to the heart of the character of the young people we build in our 
country. 

Superintendent Spillane, congratulations on your award and the work you are doing 
here in this district. Dr. Clark, Ms. Lubetkin. To Danny Murphy, I thought he gave such a 
good speech I could imagine him on a lot of platforms in the years ahead. (Laughter.) He did 
a very fine job. 

Mayor Robinson, and to the Board of Supervisors -- Chair Katherine Hanley, and to all 
the religious leaders, parents, students who are here; the teachers; and especially to the James 
Madison teachers, thank you for coming today. 

Last week at my alma mater, Georgetown, I had a chance to do something that I hope 
to do more often as President, to have a genuine conversation with the Am~rican people about 
the best way for us to move forward as a nation and to resolve some of the great questions that 
are nagging at us today. I believe, as I have said repeatedly, that our nation faces two great 
challenges: first of all, to restore the American dream of opportunity, and the American 
tradition or responsibility; and second, to bring our country together amidst all of our diversity 
in a stronger community so that we can find common ground and move forward together. 

In my first two years as President I worked harder on the first question, how to get the 
economy going, how to deal with the specific problems of the country, how to inspire more 
responsibility through things like welfare reform and child support enforcement. But I have 
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To John Podesta .A.J fl · 
Don Gips / p· 
Ira C. Magaziner From: 

Subject: Late February Silicon Valley Speech February 10, 1998 

I think it would be a good idea for the President to announce some ofthe major findings from the 
study on the new digital economy which we are now completing. He could then use that as a 
basis for some policy statements and then perhaps announce· the new economy conference for 
early May.The Vice President could then formally release the study with Secretary Daley, 
perhaps at the competitiveness council speech in March. 

A possible outline for the speech could include the following: 

1. The harnessing of light for communications and the ability to use microscopic circuits to 
process and store huge amonts of information instantaneously and cheaply have created the basis 
for an economic revolution. The combining of these technological breakthroughs for commercial 
use iri the internet is propelling a new digital economy. 

2. As late as 1980, phone conversations only travelled over copper wires which carried less than 
one page of information per second. Today, a single strand of optical fiber as thin as a human 
hair can transmit in a single second the equivalent of over 90,000 volumes of an encyclopedia. 
By 2004, a constellation of several hundred satellites orbiting the earth will enable fiber-like 
telecommtinicatiohs access·evefywhere on the planet. 

3. In 1971, the first personal computers using integrated circuits could process 60 thousand ] vpPimB 
instructions in a second. Today, PC's using Pentium processors can perform 440 million '¥ · 
instructions per second. By 2012, PC's will handle 100,000 million instructions per second. SuPt:ILt:JNP. 

4.Starting a mere four years ago, these technologies combined for commercial use in a series of 
interconnecting networks called the internet. At that time, less than three million people were 
connected to the internet. Today, 100 million people are connected. By the year 2005, some 
analysts predict that almost a billion people will be connected to the internet. 

5. The economic activity being generated by these developments began only a few years ago, but 
is already driving a significant proportion of the economic growth in our economy. And; the real 
economic potential of these developments is just beginning. 

6. Next month, we will release a study commissioned by our Commerce Department describing 
the explosive growth now occurring in the digital economy and examining the commercial 
activities which promise to expand the benefits of this digital economy to all of our people. 

?.The study shows thatlnformation technology industries have grown from 6.4% of the economy 
in 1993 to over 8.2% in 1998. As the internet is built our around, this growth will accelerate even 

/ more dramatically. Ov~l business investment in equipment~ :s;o~ / 'fo/ 
3 
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information technology. There are riow over 7 million IT workers in the country and they earn 
almost $50,000 per year on average compared to $28,000 for average private sector workers. 

8. Though commerce on the internet is only a few years old, it is already large and growing 
rapidly.: Businesses are reaping huge productivity improvements by putting their purchasing, 
supply chain management, inventory control, production planning, logistics and customer service 
on the internet.This commerce which just began two years ago will likely exceed$ 300 billion 
by the year 2002. If you question the rapid pace of that growth, you need only look at the 
experience of companies like Cisco who went on line to sell only eighteen months ago. A year 
ago, it was selling at an annual rate of$ 200 million on line. Now it is selling at an mmual rate of 
$ 3.5 billion. Companies like GE, Boeing, Federal Express, WW Grainger and others across the 
economy are also experiencing rapid growth in internet sales. 

9. Inter~1et commerce is now also beginning to reach consumers. Virtually all sectors of the 
econon~y are being affected. Amazon sold $16 million of books on line in 1996, its first year of 
operation and$150 million in 1997, its second year. Now its competitors are also beginning to 
sell on .line. Dell computer was selling $ 1 million on line last July and is now selling over 
$4million a day. In 1996, $27 6 million of airleine travel was booked on the internet. This grew to 
$816 million in 1997 and is projected to go to $5 billion by the year 2000, fully seven percent of 
all air travel bookings just four ·years after startup. Auto-by-tel, a web based automotive 
marketplace, processed an average of 29,000 purchase requests for autos in 1996 for an mmual 
rate of $1.8 billion in sales. By November of 1997, it was processing over 100 thousand orders 
per month for an annual rate of over $ .6 billion in sales. 

10. Th,e study we release next month will describe the growth taking place due to electronic 
commerce across many sectors of the economy and will present case studies of success. 

11. To enable this economic revolution to flourish, we issued our electronic commerce strategy 
last July 1. It calls for private sector leadership in developing the rules for the internet. We want 
to hold government regulation and control to a minimum. We want the internet to be free of 
customs duties and of discriminatory taxation. We seek global agreements on the protection of 
intellectual property and on the setting of a uniform commercial code so that contracts can be 
formed on the internet and be legally recognized internationally. 

~ . . . . . .Jf 12. Tod~y, I want to_reaffirm our ~uppo~,fort~elnternet taxfr~:dom act whichwould declare a 
~~ ~· moratonum on new mternet taxatwn unt1l a umform approach can be worked·out·am0ng''state. · 
IJ"': t} and local governments which will be tax neutral and will not discriminate al!'linst the~ vr;t whatever else Treasury wants to say about this). C~eL "'"fZY.ee 

-rc Y_~ · '1- \r 13. I also want to reaffirm our support of securities litigation legislation ... venture capital has . 
'( J.·fffitll played a crucial role in the development ofthis new economy. It has allowed entreprenneurs to "/-_ 
~A 1 ake the risks necessary to build the tens of thousands of businesses which are the backbone of / J(' ,ttUt, 

this new economy...... . 
t . . 

' X' 14. 111is new economy will create tens of millions of jobs. The good news is that these jobs will 
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be substantially higher skill and higher paying than average jobs in the economy. The bad news 
will come if our people are not educated and skilled enought to take these jobs. We can ensure 
that electronic commerce grows free of undue regulation and taxation. We can ensure that our 
venture capital industry flourishes. But if we do not improve our education and training systems 
in this country, we will not reap the full promise of this new economy.. (The speech can proceed 
to call for support on our major educational initiatives ). 

15. (The speech can end with a reaffirmation of the opportunity and can announce the new 
economy conference to be held in early May in California). 

I think this would be a good use for this speech and these ideas would be very popular with the 
audience. As you know, the common question asked about people-in Washington among the high 
tech crowd is " do they get it " when it comes to the importance of the new economy and what is 
required for it to flourish. I think this type of event would make clear that the President" gets it." 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY February 18, 1998 

J 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANN LEWIS 
MICHAELWALDMAN 

FROM: Robert E. Rubin ~ l.. /l___ 

SUBJECT:. National Governors' Association Meeting 

Over the past few months, I have been working with other senior Administration officials, 
including Secretaries Albright, Cohen, Glickman and Daley, as well as Chairman Greenspan, to 
build support for increased funding for the IMF in light of the financial crisis in Asia. 

As he did in the State of the Union, the President has a unique ability to speak to how this issue 
has a direct impact on· American businesses and workers. With Congress now considering our 
rMF funding request, the winter meeting of the National Governors' Association on February 21-
2·~ proVides an excellent forum for articulating this message. I recommend that the President and 
other Administration officials mention this issue as they are speaking with the governors at the 
winter meeting. 

1
one-third of our extraordinary economic growth over the past five years is a result of growth in 

I 
exports. In conjunction with the NGA meeting, Treasury and Commerce are planning to release 
state-by-state· data on exports to Asia, demonstrating the stakes each state has in financial stability 
in that region. As President Clinton knows well, the Governors are the leaders of their states' 
economies, and therefore will have a particular interest in this issue. At a recent meeting of the 
Bretton Woods Committee, Former Indiana Governor Robert Orr, a Republican, said that the 
governors "have a much stronger voice in causing our country to do the right thing when it 
comes ... to having the opportunity to vote on the future of the IMF than almost anybody." 

I would also recommend that the President and other senior Administration officials highlight the 
importance of the issue to each state during their travels around the country, For example, during 
the President's trip to California later this month, he might highlight the fact that California sends 
51% of its exports to East Asia. In the Palo Alto area, Loral Space & Communications recently 
announced plans to lay off as many as 300 workers because it has stopped work on orders by 
several Southeast Asian customers, according to the Wall Street Journal, and Intel reported that 
its fourth quarter profit fell 9 percent, citing slower demand for computers in South Korea and 
other Asian countries. 

The effects of the crisis are not restricted to the West Coast. The Vice President is visiting 
bemgia in a fcce eoeeks, astate whicfi sends nearly 27% oflts exports to East Asia, totaling 
approximately $3 billion. Atlanta-based Georgia-Pacific Group's pulp and paper segment, for 
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example, saw its operating profits plunge to $49 million from $79 million, as prices and the order 
rate from Asian countries slipped along with Asia's economy. 

I have attached a fact sheet on the importance of Asia to the U.S. economy along with a few 
relevant news articles. If you would like more background material or suggested language, please 
f~el free to call me or my chief of staff, Michael Froman. 

CC: Erskine Bowles 
Frank Raines 
Gene Sperling 
Sylvia Mathews 
Rahm Emanuel 
Paul Begala 
Doug Sosnik 
RonKlain 
Thurgood Marshall, Jr. 

-Mickey Ibarra 
Fred Duval 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 17, 1997 

Rahm Emanuel 
Bruce Lindsey 
Ron Klain 
Bruce Reed 
Elena Kagan 
Michael Waldman 
Ann Lewis 

~ 
FROM: Elizabeth Drye ~~ ~ 

SUBJECT: Press Materials for Day of and Day After Tobacco Court Decision 

Judge Osteen may announce his ruling on FDA's tobacco regulation as soon as Wednesday, April 
23. Attached are llliS/FDA press materials (cleared by DOJ) for the day of and the day 
following the decision: 

1) Draft press plan; 
2) Talking points and Q&A for three possible court rulings; 
3) Draft POTUS statement. 

Please let me know if you have comments or questions. 

cc: Don Gips 
Michelle Crisci 
Barbara Woolley 
Anne McGuire 

ch~ 
~~~~~~~fU'-.,_ -~~ 
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~p./t-~ has ~o::a ~ -
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draft 
4/9/97 

April XX, 1997 

Note to: WH Press Office, WH Domestic Policy Council 
From: HHS/FDA Public Affairs 

MEDIA PLAN FOR OPINION DAY AND FOLLOWING 

P.02 

o White House, FDA press offices field (speaking on the record) 
initial inquiries using prepared·· talking points · 

o POTUS statement after DOJ, HHS, FDA attorney~ review opinion 
(if appropriate, will announce a decision to appeal) 

o VPOTUS made available for anchor interviews with ABC, CBS, NBC 
nightly news shows 

o DES made available for one of evening op~n1on shows (i.e., 
Lehrer NewsHour, Nightline, Larry King Live) 
- Other HHS/FDA officials {Thurm, Schultz, Zeller) used to 
fill in behind DES · 

o FDA press office will arrange briefings of major editorial 
pages (NYTimes, WPost, USA Today, ·.LA Times) 

Note: Tobacco control activists, state ·attorneys generals, former 
'FDA Commissioner DAK can also be expected to be interviewed by 
the.se'media outlets on the day the opinion is issued 

Opinion Day ++ 
o If a decision to appeal has been made, HHS/FDA can announce 

filing of notice to appeal 
- HHS/FDA lawyers (Rabb, Schultz, Zeller, Witt) can do on-the
record interviews about legal strength of the -rule 
- HHS radio actuality on decision made available nationwide 

o FDA press office will be prepared to answer follow-up 
questions about impact of opinion on rule (i.e., is FDA 
continuing to contract with states for enforcement, must 
retailers continue to check photo IDs for anyone under 27, 
etc.) 

o FDA press office will arrange briefings of regional editorial 
writers 
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4/11/97 

FINAL DRAFT 

C~AL ~AL c~ 
Note to: WR Press Office, Domestic Policy Council 

·" 
From: HHS, FDA Public Affairs 

BACKGROUND 
The President announced the FDA rule to protect children from 
tobacco in August 1996; the rule -was immediately challenged by the 
industry in U.S. District Court in North Carolina. A hearing on 
the industry's motion for summary judgement was held on February 
10, 1997; the judge said he expected to rule on the motion within 
five to 10 weeks. To be prepared for that ruling, the following 
scenarios have been sketched out with proposed responses (a. 
statement and back-up questions and ·answers) to be used by 
Administration officials. These are draft responses and will be 
finalized only after a court ruling. The statements and Q-and-A's 
are to .be used by White House and FDA press offices for initial 
responses after the ruling. · A statement by the POTUS will be 
expected later in the day on the day of the ruling. 

SCENARIO ONE 
The court rules that FDA has jurisdiction over[nicotine-containing 
tobacco product~and rejects the industry's challenge to the final 

:::~ · r...ts-• ~ c~ l t ·. 
The children of the United great victory today. The 
court upheld the Administra ion's eff ts to kick Joe Camel and the 
Marlboro Man out of our · s lives (Use second setLtence only if 
court upholds advertising restrictions.} Our child~en will live 
healthier and longer lives because of today's ruling. 

Q: What does this mean in everyday terms? 

A: several of the provisions making it harder for children to buy 
cigarettes and smokeless tobacco products are already in 
effect and we are working with states to begin checking for 
compliance. The provisions to limit the appeal of these 
products go into effect in August; like we did for the access 
provisions, we will conduct extensive outreach efforts to 
educate businesses and the public and will begin working to 
ensure that these provisions are also enforced. 

Q: What about the education campaign that was also announced last 
August? 
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A: The FDA is working on contacting the affected companies and 
will begin consulting with them. 

Q: Won' .t the companies appeal this ruling and/ or seek an 
injunction -- and doesn't that mean delay? 

A: You'll have to ask the companies what they intend to do, but 
our position remains the same as it has been: We~are going 
forward with protecting our children by implementing the rule 
unless the . courts tell us otherwise. We would hope the 
companies would start working with·us to protect our children 
instead of fighting us everY step of the way. 

SCENARIO TWO 
The court rules that FDA has jurisdiction, but that portions (or. 
all) of the rule are invalid. 

STATEMENT 

This is a landmark day for the nation's public health and our 
children. With this ruling, we can regulate nicotine-containing 
tobacco products and protect our children from a lifetime of 
addiction and the prospect of having their lives cut short by 
tobacco-related diseases. Obviously, we will review the Judge's 
decision where he questioned the rule, but the bottom line is 
historic: the federal government can regulate tobacco products to 
protect our children's health. 

Attorneys from the Justice Department, the Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Food and Drug !Administration are already 
reviewing the. opinion, and we expect to announce later today what 
legal steps we will be taking. 

Q: What are you going to do about the provisions of the rule the 
court struck down? 

A: The bottom line is that we are going to protect our children. 

OR 

We're going forward with the provisions the court upheld. We 
can appeal the ruling or we can redraft the rule with regard 
to the provisions the court struck down. We will make that 
decision after we have studied the ruling. (Only HHS and FDA 
officials should use "we" in speaking about rule-mald.ng; White 
Rouse officials should say • the Agency. ••} 

Q: What are you going to do now that the court has said all the 
provisions of the rule are invalid? 

A: The bottom line is that we are going to protect our children. 
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We can appeal the ruling or we can redraft the rule. We will 
make that decision after we have studied the ruling. (Only 

.BHS and FDA officials should use 11 ~en in speaking about rule
. making; White House officials should say "the Agency. ••) 

Q: Doesn't this mean more delay? 

A: Since th~ FDA began its inquiry into tobacco in 1994, it has 
shown repeatedly that it will 'move quickly t.o protect our 
children. The Agency reviewed 700, 000 -plus corqments and 
published a final rule in a year's time. The Administration 
will continue to move on other fronts: enforcement: of the 
Synar Amendment, enforcement of existing laws such as the ban 
on television advertising. -

Q: Why not seek a legislative settlement? 

A: From the beginning, we have said that if Congress wants to put 
forth a legislative package as strong as our FDA rule with. 
appropriate oversight and enforcement, we remain prepared to 
work with Congress. - ~ . c.'' 

~ . \' ~)J.(}~ " 
vJ \1) /( .N 

SCENARIO THREE 
The court rules against FDA jurisdiction and rule. r ~' Pl ~/iJY 

~\}- y~ 1 
STATEMENT 

We are very confident in the Agency's assertion of jurisdiction and 
the soundness of the rule. We knew from the beginning it would be 
a long and hard road against the entrenched and powerful interests 
opposing us, and today' s ruling is just the first. step. ~ haue to 

~~~~~~~~e6~~·~~:·~~Ul We are committed to continuing this 
fight to protect our children and believe we will ·ultimately 
succeed. We have: to. Each day almost 3, 000 young people become 
regular smokers and nearly 1, 000 of them will have their lives 
shortened from the death and diseases of tobacco use. 

Attorneys from the Justice Department, the Department -of Health and 
Human Services arid the Food and Drug Administration are already 
reviewing the opinion, and we expect to announce later today what 
legal steps we will be taking. 

Q: Do you think an appeal will be successful? 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

We believe we have a very strong case and we will ultimately 
prevail. 

Isn't it time to seek legislation? 

we have been open to a legislative solution that is as strong 
as the FDA rule with appropriate oversight and enforcement 
since the President announced the proposal in August 1995. We 
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are still opE?n to a legislative solution if it.accornplishes 
our goal of protecting our children. 

### 
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draft 
potus statement IF appeal decision is made 
4/l.~/97 

The tobacco companies are formidable foes, have no doubt about. 

that:· They C<pl pay $50.0-an-hour lawyers for years on end. Their 

lobbyists and influence peddlers can spread millions c;?f dollars· 

around this town election~ear after election year. But, in the 

end, ~1 of 'the:i_r n;..,c:rney)a'nnot hide the truth. Nicotine is hooking 

our children. Our children are their new customers. That has to 

stop. 

Secretary Shalala and Solicitor Genera have informed me 

<£---::S~h::a=:t:=t=:h::e:=::A::dm:::=l::· n=i=s=t=r=a=t=l=· o=n:;;;y;:i:w;;::i;l;;.;l;.,.,,;;;;a;;p~p~e~a~l~t;h~i~s;_:r~u~l~l~· n~g~.;;;;;a-w' Attorneys from 

the Department of Justice, the Department of .Health and Human 

ervices and the Food and Drug Administration immediately reviewed 

~ · the district court's opinion. They. are convinced that we are on 

solid constitutional and legal ground. 

It is also the right thing to do on public health and moral 

grounds. Let me remind you of why my Administration has taken on 

the tobacco industry. Each day, 3, 000 young people will become 

regular smokers. Unless we and the states are allowed to protect 

our children with effective laws and rules, five million children 

alive today will have their lives cut shore by the deadly di.seases 

caused by tobacco use. We are fighting for the health and lives of 

our children. It is a fight we cannot afford to lose. It is a 

fight we cannot afford to stop waging. 
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Our children have the odds stacked against them. The industry 

spends more than $5 billion a year promoting and marketing its 

products. Joe Camel ·tells our children smoking is cool. The 

Marlboro Man tells them smoking will make them independent. . 
. 

Virginia Slims and Merit promise them glamour. 

Our common sense approach is aimed at limiting the appeal of these 

products and making it harder for children to buy them. Store 

clerks have a responsibility to make certain they are not selling 

tobacco products to anyone under 18. Asking for a photo ID is just . 

,p::L,ai n •;amtw '!1 seriffi!. Keeping tobacco billboards away from schools 

and playgrounds is just plain common sense. 

\-

c!'!: are n~way from this,ight with the tobacco companies. 

I had hoped they would work with us, but they have chosen a 

different course. They have made a mistake. We will protect our 

children and our children's children and the generations t:o come, 

### 
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PoTENTIAL TOBACCO ACTIVITIES 

· BafrirceltiiaJt ofbtoadcast adymsina ba!l. Request the Department of Justice to investisate . 
whether the~ -are othei situations similar to that addressed in its consent order with Philip Morris 

~ <tile_-._ Mar..· __ ·-----~_boro_ .lo .. go p. 1~-- in a-p~sitio_n .at Mad. ison Square. Garden ao that it appear~ fteq .. uently 
~ d~i telecasts ofNew Y ark Knieks sante~) and encourage the Department to contmue ttl 

\;: ~~- · e~ors to eriforce the ban of broadcast advertis~ of tobacco products. ~orcement -~uld _ .. _ 
\ 'OT pr~~t ~ ~r~~cast ~ftobacco br~d lo~os dur.u'g televised events, ~cular~y sportmg events. 

.;~ - S~l"tiJJII events,_ mcJ_udirig _a~ races, are mcreas~gly p~pular events wtth £?lies and are_ 
qr therdbre seen bY large numbers of young people mther m person or on tele'VIston. 

' 

lli!IWWIIUU...IAl2WWll..m~D.ISUW' a.J'IDJl. Direct DHHS to de\relop and carry out a federal 

~ ;:;;~re,orc"::J:::nco~m==~~~~.W; It . ~ . ~:.::=~~.==~~r~:r 
~~~'!n~:.~:=::fl~m:~~c:,~::~!':'~~7dual ~1oW 
could bilild on the results ofthe federal research in this.atea de$Crlbed above and could inclUde 
publication and distribution -of guides for states .. such afi sniokina ~5sation mateiiala aimecl· at 
adoleSCents. It could I.Jso involve creating or highlighting publi~prlvatc partnerships with schools 
o'r·non;;prOfit groups. 

1iii~~Jieuiffi~. Ditect the Office on Smoking and Health. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, DHHS, to expand its research efforts, eSpecially teen surveys, to include more 
questiC,ns concerning teens' tobacco brand preference and advertising awareness. Further direct 
tl\e Office ofManagarnent ai1d Budget (OMB) to expedite the clearanee of the questioMaires 
used in these surveys.; Il1formation on teen preference and awareness is essential to the 
deVelopment ofmore:effecuve addiction prevention and treatment approaches for adolescents. In 
the past. OMB has refused io allow certain questions concerning teens' tobaCco brand preference 
and awareness of marketing strategies and slogans to be asked, or if asked, to be publicly 
repOrted. ii 

t, 

State loterycntjgna. Fully ftlnd tobacco intervention pr~grams in aU SO states. This would require 
amblimum budget increase of$25 million over the President's 1998 budget. Cunently, only 17 
atates participate in NCI's ASSIST program through which each state receives annual&wards that 
range from $6SO,OOO,a year to $1.8 minion. The temainklg 33 states receive annual grants ' . -

ranging from $75,000 to S:ZlO,OOOtbrough CDCtsiMPACT program. 



Aprlll4. 1997 

1 

.OTHER. POTENTIAL TOBACCO ACTIVITIES 

B,ynar rcauJ atjona. Mt8'r contUltiila with the Depaitmcnt of Justice, direct SAMSHA to revisit itS 
Synar rcplatiom and cOnsider making changes that would tishten the standards that States are 
required to meet in order to qualifY for substance abuse block grants.: -

SiriQg.free fede[olfaQiwcs.. Issue an Executive Order niaking an federal facilities amoke-:ftee. 
V GSA cauld be involved_inimplementing the Order. 

f 
SO'lQkiriaJn the wgrkplac~ . Encourage the Department of Labor to issue final regulatio~ 
addrc:ssins amoldng in 'be workplace. · 

BQntbs:rr;g;rrient for nicdune addi¢riAA treatment. Direct DHHS to reimburse for the treatment of 
ruQ~ addiction for FederaJly:..funded health care proarams and to encourage private sector 
coverage u well. 

. 
~-focused foteianpolicy. Direct the u.s. Tride R~ptesen1ative and the State Department to 
develop trade and foreign policy that emphasizes the Administration's concerns about the health 
con:seqUenee5 of tObacco use. · - -

' I 

S010k<tftee tran@Ortatjon facilities. Direct the Department of TransportatiOn to isaue regulations 
~ airports (and other tr&D!portation facilities under its jurisdiction) amoke--free. Direct the 
Department to also begin nesotiating with f'oreiart governments to obtain an agreement that 
international f1iahts to ~e U.S. be made smoke-free. 

~' ~-nf' .... · cr01). Anriounee a program designed to end the tobacco &tates' 
dependence on the tobacco economy. Assist and provide incentiva to fanners to convert from 
tobacco crops to other agricultural products, as well u non-agricultural alternatives. 

::.1 
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White House Correspondents Dinner Notes· 

WHCD 

--Outgoing/Incoming President (Stuart Powell, Susan Page) get a few/give a few pointers 

--Awards 

reference Radio and TV dinner~ e.g., enjoyed so much decided to award a 
few of my own; play off Content 

Michael Isikoff: Edgar A. Poe Award (Horror stories "Murders of the Rue 
Morgue," "Nevermore" "The Telltale Heart" etc.) 

--.New York Times: not taking a table 

--Vanity Fair party 

WHCD is just the pre-party 
if you actually cover the White House you can't get in 

--Salon Magazine: last year didn't have a table, last week filed $38.5 million IPO? 

Press Jokes 

Content-- ridiculous that reporters get to decide ... I think we have a better perspective 

-- Scott Pelli: forgot to register as a lobbyist 
-- Maureen Dowd: Pulitzer joke 
-- Geraldo: running joke 
-- Sam Donaldson 
-- Lester -- alien babies and voodoo paramedics? 
-- Geraldo (running Contentjoke) 
-- George Will: really was abducted by aliens -- why is that funny? · 

Press Room 

-- moving it underground; blueprints for the burial chamber 
--Helen just started to get comfortable 

Helen's Book: all her Presidents? 
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Press Parties: alternative ideas for the Christmas parties 

Top 100 News Stories of the Centuzy 

--What's a guygotta do to make it into the top 50? (See list) 

Top Stories ofthe Millennium 

Armchair Generals/How would today's media cover WWII 

Election 2000 

-- golfing and bombing; what other presidents did during armed conflicts 

--Headlines/news coverage: "Allies Vote to Invade Normandy-- Congress asks 
· 'Where's Plan B?"' 

Gore jokes 

Bradley joke:. big ideas 

Republican Presidential Candidates: Highlights from the transcript of meeting in NH of 
Republican Candidates: 

-- GWB: not willing to commit that it's morning. 
-- Liddy Dole: Please sit down and stop wandering around the audience 
-- Pat Buchanan: in an isolationist booth? 
--McCain: 
--Steve Forbes: paid for the mike? paid for the state? 
--Bob Smith: go someplace where people know you? 

Scandals 

House Managers Fundraiser: Menu: crow or baked salmonella w/ braised hemlock, 
humble pie for dessert 

Bruce Lindsey: Tell All Book? 

FLOTUS Senate Race 

Day in the Life of a Senate Spouse: top caseworker ... "This is fo~er President Clinton-
, "Yeah, right." "She feels your pain." 
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Aretha Franklin 

Sec. Rubin/Aretha Franklin Intro --last year, I [or ifPOTUS, Bob Rubin] didn't know 
who she was, today; she's a star. 

The Pips [Rubin, Summers, Sperling, Greenspan l 

Stray Jokes 

Be gala -- "Equal Time" with George Stephanopoulos) 

Lanny Davis -- new book 

Redskins -- Mort Zuckerman names Jim Fallows as new GM 

China -- turbocharged fingerpointing? "jiu"ish jokes? 

Star Wars-- play off SDI? 
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Draft 4/23/97 ~m l ~ 0 0 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENTS DINNER If"~ IT- J.,<{J U 

THE WASHINGTON HILTON ~~ p.. ~~f ';-,~L. ./',"-
APRIL 26, 1997 1 V~A-- ,,., f ....,_-: ' v-. ~a 

~ 'o '"-f 

t+ 
Before I begin, I have important news: we have broken the gridlock on the budget 

negotiations and a deal now appears to be imminent. Miraculously, the $86 biliion gap that 
separates Democrats and Republicans has been bridged: Ladies and gentlemen; America owes 
Senator Dole a huge debt of gratitude ... And we don't have to start paying it ,back until the year 

2005! 

... Hey, ifl had known Bob Dole was so generous, I wouldn't have bothered with all 

those coffees! 

Thank you for inviting me here to be with you tonight. It's a pleasure to see so many 
White House correspondents gathered together in one place. It's when you are scattered and 
scurrying throughout Washington that I start to get nervous. 

Tonight we honor the journalists who cover the White House day in and day out, from 
early in the morning to early the next morning. But last week, a more enduring testament to your 
profession opened its doors-- the Newseum. Its recent opening garnered lots of favorable 
coverage in the papers andon television. Evidently, youjoumalists have a lot of friends in the 

media. 

There are a bunch of exhibits I'm dying to see: The Gallery of Bad Dressers, Portraits of 
Unnamed Sources, and the Gergen & Shields retrospective. Not to mention the museum's crown 
jewel: the Hall of Pundits. Modeled afterthe Hall of Presidents at Disneyland, it features 
mechanized mannequins mouthing contentious blather on the issues of the day. No, wait, that's 
the McLaughlin Group. 

There's an amazing collection of historical artifacts on display: 

C-SP AN's gavel-to-gavel etchings of the Continental Congress. 

The correspondence between Alexander Graham Bell and Marconi that laid the 
groundwork for what we now know as "talk-radio." 
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A press corps travel manifest for Stage Coach One. 

And there are artifacts of contemporary Washington journalism as well: 

The stack of Bibles upon which Joe Klein swore. 

Johnny Apple's expense reports. 

A transcript of Ann Rice's interview with Bob Novak. 

The contract where Bob Woodward stipulates the casting ofRobert Redford 

A recent recording ofJim Lehrer moderating the dispute between Dan Rather and Tom 

Brokaw ... now that's hard news! 

And a: haunting photograph of a young Brian Williams shaking hands with Anchorman 
Chet Huntley at the 1961 White House Correspondent's Dinner. 

And there was a whole wing dedicated to historic scoops. For instance, did you know 
that Helen Thomas broke the story about the Lincoln Bedroom . . . while Lincoln was still 

sleeping in it! 

My favorite part of the museum is an exhibit that poses a fascinating question that is both 
contemporary and historical: how would current White House correspondents and the media 
have covered other presidential administrations? Have you seen it? It's incredible! 

According to this exhibit: 

Everyone in the current press corps would have made fun of Millard Fillmore for his 

~name. Well, everyone except Wolf Blitzer: . ...,..(), 
~ . p~,~~ 

Maureen Dowd would have~dismissed the first election as "politics as usual." 

Sam Donaldson would have completely ignored the obvious fact that George Washington 

wore a w1g. 

· Barbara Walters would have asked the father our country, "if you could chop down any 
kind oftree, what kind of tree would it be?" 

_r_HM;; 
Tonight on Crossfire: from the {gtf Alexander Hamilton. And from th~ left, Aaron Burr. 

And here's David Brinkley's assessment of the Gettysburg address: "Lincoln is a bore. 
Always has been. Always will be." 
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The L.A. Times would have uncovered the fact that Lafayette was French. 
~ cvJ!.-<f"IS 

David Letterman would have ~ Heedi:ed William Howard Taft by balling him ---e._ 
"Tubby." 

Can't you just hear Rosie O'Donnell singing "Happy Days Are Here Again!" with 
Eleanor Roosevelt ... I know Hillary has. 

You can imagine that, can't you Rosie? 
iles and waves to Rosie. She's not there.} 

I want you to know that ·not only do I honor your work, but my administration has been ...... J 
working around the clock to help you do your jobs. What other administration would make e#:] 'G' · · 1 · 

thousands and thousands of internal memos and official documents available for your .pei'ttSlit? · · 

But you missed a couple of good stories ... Roll it in, boys. ~)..._ ~ . 
[Hand truck load of documents delivered to podium. POTUS selects several pages at ran m.] UJ · 

A memo from Harold ICkes to Leon Panetta: " Leon: FYI. Maxwell House coffee is on 
sale at Pathmark this week for 3.79/ pound." 

A check that we mistakenly thought was a small campaign contribution from AT&T. It 
turns out that by cashing it, we authorized a switch in our long distance service. 

A memo from Dick Morris to Harold Ickes: "Harold: Given the long campaign season 
ahead, I strongly urge we make a very pre-emptive coffee. buy. I know where we can buy 
Starbucks coffee for $9/lb, plus my usual 20% mark-up." 

A memo to me from Mike 
afternoon. My handwritten notatio 

orming me of a East Room press conference that. 

A memo from Erskine Bowles: "would someone pick up a pound of decaf? -- any brand 

will do." 

And this 1996 White House visitor log. Hmm. This is interesting. It seems that during 
the time when the first lady was recording her Grammy-award winning album, Milli V annilli 

visited~ 32 ~h'"l"lU"" 
' ~· :; (} 

But as you know, I want to build abridge to the future, not the past. 

Since John Adams first occupied the White House, the President's office has seen the 
introduction of electric lights. The telegraph. The telephone. The tape recorder. The Clapper. 
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And most recently, the computer. Yo ~ay not know this, but we now have the first computer in 
~· And just last wee;,%:;~ ice President and I used~ part of our radio a~ dress. d v.J?. 

. P'L c, O'rf~ ,,. ~ c'J. L .__ 
I believe we are once again at the threshold of a new era that will forever change the way uV \ ~~-···· 

P.residents conduct matters at h. orne and abroad. As ofthis week, I've been working around the . . :.o( 
Clock, trying to balance the budget with Quicken. . e ~ .. 
~~~~~·~~~ ~~ -

.,.- / n. ;1"'\;,s: /.61~. 
Connecting directly to the Kremlin's website via the red modem. -/ v v '· r...:v L--U ••• 

Ladies and Gentlemen: I believe that in the post-Cold War era, the introduction of a 
computer in the Oval Office begs the question: whose finger do you want coritrol-alt-delete 

button? 

But do you know what my favorite button on the computer is? F-2. Search and replace. 
I can't tell you how much more I've been enjoying the daily press clips now that I read them on
line and I've learned about "search and replace." 

After all, your news reports are just a rough first draft of history. I'm just using theF-2 

key to do a little editing. ' 

Let's take all the news stories you've written in the past month. F-2! Search for: "budget 
standstill." Replace with "peace at home and abroad." 

See, isn't that better? 

F-2. Search for "political turmoil" Replace with ..... "sustained economic growth." 

F-;LSoar<h fer-"'tepublican tax ph ... " Replace wiiR .... "i....,speBSible lm~get seloome ,Q_ 
F-2. Search for "beleaguered." Replace with ... "Lincolnesque!" 

F-2 Search for "independent counsel" Replace with ... "the ice cream man." 

But I guess the press corps already knows about F -2 . . . Isn't that how you guys write 
your stories? Find "George Stephanopoulos." Replace with ... "Rahm Emanuel." 

You know, I'll never forget how I found out about search and replace. I walked into the 
Vice President's office not too long ago. He was working on his computer. F-2. Find "Bill 

Clinton". . . ~~ 
~ 
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WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENTS DINNER . 

Openers ~ 

FIRST DRAFT 
4/20/97 

It's a pleasure to see so many White House correspondents gathered together in one 
place. It's when you are scattered and scurrying throughout Washington that! start to get 
nervous. ~ 

---;;}~~~~~Ssliifc~~ilik:fuc~;tthe)~\ rz~D~ ~ 1\ --~hn'ffe pet ess n ematwnal table. It's no secret they've .P 

been in financial straits these past few years and up until the last minute, it was unclear if they 
could afford le · How about a round of applause for Senator Bob Dole! 

Ifl had known Senator Dole was so generous, I wouldn't have bothered with all those Vlv __ /,/ 
coffees! V 

I still don't understand why Senator Dole offered to lend the Speaker $300,000. The 
good news is, I don't have to start understanding it until the year 2005. 7 

[More topical TK] 

Newseum 
This is the annual dinner where we honor the journalists who cover the White House day 

in and day out, from early in the morning to early the next morning. But last week, a more 
enduring testament to your profession opened its doors-- the Newseum. I was pleased to 
participate in the dedicatio!J of the Newseum. Not only is it a very interesting museum, its 
opening garnered lots of favorable coverage in the papers and on television. You journalists sure 
must have a lot of friends in the media. 

There are a bunch of exhibits I'm dying to see. The Gallery of Bad Dressers,~ 
~abobs efthe New World, and the Ger~n & Shi~ds retrospective. Not to mention the 

. museum's crownjewel: the Hall ofPundits. I understand it's modeled on the Hall of Presidents 
exhibit at Disneyland, only it features mechanized mannequins mouthing contentious blather on 
the issues ofthe day. No, wait, that's the McLaughlin Group. 

There's an amazing collection of historical artifacts on display: 

• C-SPAN's gavel-to-gavel etchings ofthe Continental Congress. ) 

COPY 



• The correspondence between Thomas Alva Edison and M~ni that laid the 
groundwork for what we now know as "talk-radio." .,./ 

A.~~ 5~ 
• A kmescope of Edward R. Murrow's first broadcast from Europe: "This is

Lt.Jn{;:lQI.l..t.----

And there are artifacts of-contemporary Washington journalism as well: 

• The stack of Bibles upon which Joe Klein swore . 

._ ..;n.e=x:J-cd. Liiidct cehich Bernie ~haec hidE~ 

• Bob Woodward's parking garage stubs. v· 

• Eight Dan Rather flack jackets-- with more on the way. 

And a haunting photograph of a young Brian Williams shaking hands with / 

Anchorman Chet Huntley at a 196~Di!1Qer. . A\. -t. ~~'M •• 
• 

. ~uJ~l_{?~ ~s~~ -v·~~ 
Aruhnost recently, this Hewspaper. DORNAN DEFEATS SA.l'J"CIIEZ -~? ~ . 

MORE (FUNNIER) TK 

And there was a whole ~ing dedicated to historic scoops. For instance, did you know / 
that Helen Thomas broke the story about the Lincoln Bedroom . . . while Lincoln was still v 
sleeping in it! 

My favorite part of the museum is an exhibit thatposes a fascinating question that is both 
contemporary and historical: how would current White House correspondents and the media 
have covered other presidential administrations? It's incredible! 

According to this exhibit: 

• Everyone in the current press corps would have made fun of Millard Fillmore for 
his impossibly silly name. Well, everyone except Wolf Blitzer. 
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• Sam Donaldson would have completely ignored the obvious fact that George 
Washington wore a wig. 

• 

• 

• 

Barbara Walters would have asked the father our country, if he could chop down 
any kind of tree, what kind of tree would it be? 

Maureen Dowd would have dismissed Lincoln's beard as a "shameless cover-up." 

' Bill Satire would have followed the money and embarrassed the Grant 
administration with the fact that Ulysses S. Grant's own picture was on the fifty 

\ dollar bill! JJ -
• The L.A. Times might have investigated foreign infiltration of the Washington / 

administration and unearthed the fact that Lafayette was French. 

• David Letterman would have ceaselessly needled William Howard Taft by calling / 
him "Tubby." 

• Can't you just hear Rosie O'Donnell singing "Happy Days Are Here Again!" with J / 
· Eleanor Roosevelt ... I know Hillary has. 

You can imagine that, can't you Rosie? ) · 
[Smiles a13d wa1zes to Rofie She's not ther/. 7 ~ ) 

MORE (FUNNIER) TK 

Overlooked items from the document dump 

I want you to know that not only do I honor your work, but my administration has been 
working around the clock to help you do your jobs. What other administration would make 
thousands and thousands of internal memos and official documents available for your perusal? 

[Handtruck load ofdocuments..delivered topodh~---

But~~Qtgood ~tories: <S"~ 

l 

• ~u from Harold Ickes to Leon Panetta: Leon: FYI. C-hosk full of Nuts ) 

• 

c:;offee is on sale at Pathmark this week for 3. 79/ pound. 

Here is an old White House visitor log. Hmm. This is interesting. It seems that 
d~ing the time when the first lady was recording her Grarnmy-award winning 
album, Milli V annili visited her office on 32 occasions. 
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• Memo from Dick Morris to Harold Ickes, dated March 1996. Harold: given the 
long campaign season ahead, I strongly urge we make a very pre-emptive coffee. 
buy. I know where we can buy Chock-full of Nuts coffee for $9/lb, plus my usual 
20% mark-up. 

• A memo to me from Mike McCurry on [date] informing me of a East Room press 
conference that afternoon. My handwritten notation: "Ugh." 

• 

• 

Here's a copy of Al Gore's MCIFriends & Family list. V 

A memo from Erskine Bowles requesting someone to pick up a pound of decaf. 

~irective flom the Vic~~resident that in the futnre, his ca!Lsheets be-printed 
doubled-sided on recycleapaper with non-phosphorous ink. 

~~ 

MORE (FUNNIER) TK 

First Computer in the Oval Office 

But as you know, I want to spend more of my time thinking about the future than the 
past. That is why I am so enthusiastic about my administration's efforts to promote the 1 
educational uses of the computer and the Internet. 

A!ld just this week, there was a significant event in technological history . . . Since 
Thomas Jefferson first occupied the White House, the President's office has seen the introduction 
of electric lights. The telegraph. The telephone. The tape recorder.. T-he Clapper. And most 
recently, the computer. [reference NetDay event??]. ~ 7 

I believe we are once again at the threshold of a new era that will forever change the way 
Presidents conduct matters at home and a~d. On my desk at this moment lies a red modem . 1\, 

-lhargoes directly to the Kremlin's web site. · .., ' 

And most importantly, this development begs a question from the American people in the h 
post-Cold War Era: whose finger do you want on the control-alt-delete button? f 

I don't know why I waited so long to use a computer but from now on, I am bringing my 
laptop with me wherever I go. It's a breeze to use. I'll show you. 

[Sheehan's suggestion: POTUS moves to seat next to podium where his laptop is set. He sits 
down, opens laptop but can't get it to boot. He is flummoxed-- "Uh, wait just a second; hold on, 
hold on; bear with me . .. " VPOTUS slowly rises from his dais seat, walks toward podium. 
VPOTUS hits a button, and we hear start-up noises played over loudspeaker.} 

VPOTUS: There you go, Mr. President. 
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POTUS: 

VPOTUS: 

POTUS: 

VPOTUS: 

POTUS: 

Thanks Al. Very helpful, as always.! really appreciate the computer lessons 
you've been giving me. 

You're doing great. I'd like to show you a few more things as long as I am here. 

Great! 

I'd like to show the internet. There's a whole world of information available via 
the world wide web. Why don't we log on? 

What's that noise? Did we win something? 

VPOTU~~~N~oL,~w~e~'r~e~c~o~nn~e~c~t~ed~--~ 

AUDIO: computer rendition of "Hail to the Chief" 
Computer generated voice: "Hello, Mr. President." 

VPOTUS: 

POTUS: 

VPOTUS: 

POTUS: 

VPOTUS: 

POTUS: 

VPOTUS: 

POTUS: 

Here's what I want to show you: Instead of reading newspapers or watching the 
news on television, you can read it all on-line! Almost every newspaper and 
television network has a website. 

You mean I never have to pick up another newspaper or watch the news? 

Nope. You can get it right here on the screen. 

How about that? 

Wait, it gets better. Let me switch programs. You bring the news articles into 
word processing ...... and then you hit t~ 

F-2? G~ 

Search and replace. Let me show you. Here are all the news stories about the 
White House from this week. Now hit F-2. Search for: Find "budget standstill." 
Replace with "peace at home and abroad." 

Oh yeah. I see what you mean. I like this article much better. 
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VPOTUS: Let's try another: F-2. Find "political turmoil" Replace with ..... 

POTUS: "sustained ecomonic growth." 

VPOTUS: Excellent. OK. Find "Trent Lott." Replace with .... 

POTUS: Tom Daschle! 

VPOTUS: Now you're getting it. Try some yourself. 

POTUS: F2. Search for "beleaguered." Replace with ... Lincolnesque! 

VPOTUS: Good one 

POTUS: Find "Tiger Woods." Replace with ... "Bill Clinton." _() 

POTUS: Find "independent counsel" Replace with . . . ·1·--------' 
"the ice cream man." 

~--~--------------------------------~ 
VPOTUS: May I try one, Mr. President? 

POTUS: Sure. 
[VP reaches over to keyboard} 

VPOTUS: F-2. Find "Bill Clinton." Replace with... ./ 

POTUS: Don't you dare. 

[VPOTUS returns to seat. POTUS returns to podium.} 

POTUS: Thank you, Al. I imagine many ofyou in the press corps already knew about this F-2 
key. Isn't that how OJJ-:w:R~mur stories? Find "George Stephanopoulos." Replace with ... 

~/ 

S mmit -- Segue to Conclusion 
\ 

\]\ 
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